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‘oreign Policy 


On November 12 the State Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, Koéa Popovic, delivered the following speech on 
foreign policy in the Federal People’s Assembly. 


analysis of our foreign-political activity in the course of this 
year. Such a report will, as usual, be submited to this 
Assembly by the Federal Executive Council at the end of the 
vear. I should like, however, to point out some politieal events 
hich played an important role in the easing of the world tension 
luring this year, and to refer to international developments and 
hur country’s relations with the outside world in this period. 


[ nats no intention of giving here a detailed report or an 


“The policy of the ,,cold war‘‘, which characterized inter- 
national relations in the years after the Second World War, under- 
vent considerable changes during this year. The ,,spirit of Geneva‘, 
Ss an expression of the general tendency towards peace and peaceful 
felations, has been accepted in the foreign policy of the great 
)owers and other countries of the world. And today all statesmen 
must pay due attention to this unlles they wish their policy to be 
olated and to prove a failure. 


“The establishment of . balance between the two blocs, 
ind the awareness that a war waged by atomic weapons would 
bring about general destruction, are among the chief factors 
hich made this relaxation of international tension possible. The 
eeting of the Big Four in Geneva, at which they agreed that the 
olving of disputed international issues, which had seemed insol- 
rable so far - European security, German reunification, disarma- 
ment and East-West relations - should be approached realistically 
nd in a peaceful manner, gave a strong impetus to further favou- 
able developments in the world. 


“We are convinced that this constructive attitude, which is 
alled the ,,spirit of Geneva‘, will persist on the world stage. The 
orld public is becoming increasingly convinced that war as a 
neans of solving international problems is a crime againts humanity 
hich must not be allowed to take place again, that, therefore, 
isputable issues in the world must be settled by peaceful means, 
rough negotiations and compromises, and that the mastering of 
uclear energy creates basic conditions for permanent peace and 
eneral security. 


“Pursuing its policy of active coexistence the Federative People’s 
epublic of Yugoslavia this year, too, made maximum efforts in 
rder to contribute to the relaxation of international tension. She 
Oasistently endeavoured to settle controversial issues with other 
ountries, particularly with her neighbours, through negotiations 
nd agreements. 


RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION 


“In this direction significant results have been achieved, par- 
ticularly in our relations with the Soviet Union. 


“We can now say that these relations were sc much improved 
this year that they have become a solid basis for a peaceful, equal, 
constructive and friendlv eooperation. 


“The Government of Yugoslavia, as well as the Government 
of the Soviet Union, cousidered that it was necessary to improve 
the earlier irregular relations between our two countries. 


“As‘a result of such endeavouss of our Government and the 
Government of the Soviet Union, a Soviet delagation, headed by 
the Prime Minister, Bulganin, and the member of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet, Khrushchov, paid a visit to Yugoslavia. 
The arrival of this delagation to Belgrade, and direct contacts 
between the highest representatives of the two countries, as well 
as the results achieved during the visit, were of a decisive signi- 
ficance for the further favourable development of our mutual re- 
lations. This constructive and useful initiative ef the Soviet Go- 
vernment met with full understanding and appreciation in our 
country and in the whole world. 

“The declaration of the two governments, which was signed 
by Marshal Tito, President of Yugoslavia, and Marshal Bulganin, 
Prime Minister of the Soviet Union, reaffirmed the principles of 
peaceful and equal international relations, such as respect for the 
sovereignty and integrity of all states, independence and equality 
in relations between nations, the necessity of peaceful coexistence 
of countries regardless of the differences in their ideologies and 
social orders, mutual respect and non-interference in the home 
affairs of othcr countries. The declaration states that the question 
of the internal order and of different forms of socialist development 
ts the concern of every individual state, and that the policy of 
blocs is a danger to peace. These principles are a faithful expres- 
sion of the entire foreign-political activity of the Yugoslav 
Government. 


“As far as relations between the two countries are concerned, 
the declaration stated that in the interest of their normal and 
friendly development and expansion of cooperation, all the neces- 
sary measures will be taken to establish contractual arrangements 
in economic and cultural relations, as well as in other fields. It 
also reaffimed the principles concerning exchanges of experience 


between political, social, trade union and other organizations of 
the two countries, the principles which our country had already 
been applying in relations with similar organizations in other 
countries in Europe and the world. 


“JT should Ilke to point out here some of the most important 
steps taken in the field of our inter-state relations after the Bel- 
grade talks. 


“President Tito has accepted the Soviet Gevernment’s invita- 
tion to pay a visit to the Sovict Union. This visit will undoubtedly 
be an adequate expression of the datermination of the two govern- 
ments to continue along the road they had agreed upon during 
their talks in Belgrade, both in relations between the two countries, 
and in internatiolal cooperation. 


“Negotiations have ben successfully completed for the settlement 
of the Soviet post-war financial claims and of Yugoslavia’s claims 
from the period of irregular relations between the two countries. 
I wish to emphasize that during these negotiations the Government 
of the Soviet Union showed a great deal of understanding for 
our justified demands, so that claims involving a sum of over 
90 million dollars against our country were written off. 


“We can say that our joint endeavours to apply the principles 
expressed in the declaration, have had the most visible results in 
the field of economic relations. In Moscow, in August 1955 the 
Vice-President of the Federal Executive Council, Wukmanovich, 
signed with the Vice-President of the Soviet Government, Anastas 
Mikoyan, a protocol on economic relations and cooperation. The 
protocol foresees the conclusion of agreements under which Yugo- 
slavia receives considerable foreign currency and investment cre- 
dits on favourable terms, as well as an agreement on _ technical 
cooperation and exchange of experiences.}The protocol further pro- 
vides for the expansion of Yugoslav-Soviet trade, which will this 
year reach the value of almost 40 millon dollars, while from 1957 
to 1960 its yearly value will be about 70 milion dollars. 
The results aehieved in the field of economic relations are useful 
to both countries, and their significance for our country lies in 
the fact that they widen the possibilities for the successful solving 
of some important problems of our economy. 


“This year Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union also concluded 
arrangements on air trafific between Belgrade and Moscow, on 
the regulation of mutual relations in postal services and on 
exchanges of films. 


“With the aim of improving mutual understanding, the two 
countries have exchanged visits. of parliamentary, journalist and 
other delegations, and I must say that the visit of the delegates 
of the Federal People’s Assembly to the Soviet Union, and the 
visit of the delegation of the Supreme Soviet to Yugoslavia were 
of a special significance for our mutual understanding and 
confidence. 


“Scientific, cultural and sport cooperation was characterized 
this year by mutual visits of individual artist or artistic groups, 
by the first contacts between scientific, cultural and educational 
workers, and by more frequent contacts of sportsmen. 


“The Goverment of Yugoslavia will continue to develop its 
relations with the Soviet Union in harmony with its peaceful 
policy of cooperation and understanding between nations. It is 
with great satisfaction that we conclude that the good will of both 
sides, directed towards further expansion of relations between the 
two countries, has given enviable results, which now serve both 
the intercst of our two peoples ond of peace in the world. 


EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 


“Wishing to maintain good relations with all countries on the 
basis of the well known principles of our policy, the Government 
of Yugoslavia in the course of this year exerted further efforts to 
improve relations and to cteate a favourable atmosphere for the 
solving of pending issues with other countries of Eastern Europe 
as well. These endeavours of the Yugoslav Government met with 
more or less understanding and response of the governments of 
those countries, so that our relations with them were constantly 
improving in this period. The principles expressed in the Belgrade 
declaration of the Governments of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union 
have had a favourable influence on our relations with the countries 
of Eastern Europe. 


“The mutual wish to establish better relations has been expres- 
sed in the conclusion of a number of arrangements, such as trade 
and payments agreements, agreements on cultural cooperation and 
exchange of cultural and scientific workers, on the exchange of 
films, on the expansion of relations between sportsmen and so on, 
and, with the neigbouring countries, on the solving of frontier 
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questions and other matters of mutual interest, such as transport, — 
water economy and the like. : 


“For the sake of truth I must say that some of the govern=— 
ments of the neigbouring East European countries have not always 
been showing sufficient readiness to settle some of the important 
questions in our relations, such as, for instance, financial claims, 
injustices to our national minorities, regulation of legal status of 
our citizens and so on. The Government of Yugoslavia hopes that 
these matters will be solved soon, and that, thus, obstructions to” 
further improvements of neighbours’ relations will be removed. 


“Our relations with Poland are gradually but constantly impro- 
ving, and a number of questions in our inter-state cooperation 
have been favourably settled. At the beginning of this year a trade 
agreement was concluded, its realization is going on satisfactorily. 
Good results have also been achieved in the fields of culture and 
sport, and contacts have been established between scientific, insti- | 
tutes and professional associations, as well as between youth orga-— 
nizations and sporting societies. 


“Some days ago talks were started in Warsaw in order to re- 
gulate our mutual financial claims, conclude an investment agree- 
ment as well as agreements on technical cooperation and air traffic. 
We hope that these talks will be concluded successfully. | 


“In the relations between our country and Czechoslovakia fur= 
ther progress has been. made. We are now cooperating in the 
scientific, cultural and sporting fields, and mutual visits of dele- 
gations of some social organizations, such as trade unions and 
cooperatives, have already been exchanged. i 


“Considerable results were also achieved in Yugoslav-Czecho- 
slovak economic relations during this year. The basis of thesse 
relations is a trade agreement, whose modest scope represents the 
beginning of a widcr and all-round economic cooperation, useful 
to both partners. We shall, in the near furure, also aproach the 
solving of our mutual economic and financial chaims. We believe 
that this question will be settled to our mutual satisfaction. 


“Our relations with Bulgaria are developing in the spirit of 
mutual understanding and wish for further improvement. A num- 
ber of questions have already been solved, and several agreements 
which regulate frontier, oconomic, transport and other relations 
have been concluded to the benefit of both sides. I must point 
out that this year Bulgaria has started to repay a dept to our 
railways which amount to about three million dollars. 


“We have also regulated a number of important matters with 
Rumania, such as, for instance, frontier traffic, railway and river 
transport. In the same period we have concluded with her a trade 
agreement, which is now being realized. Moreover, initial steps have 
been taken on both sides to establish cooperation in the cultural 
scientific and sporting fields, so that we can expect greater results 
next year. 


“I should, however, point out a question which is still ope 
—the question of the status of our national minority in Rumania. 
Rumania has already shown some readiness to settle this matter, 
but ahe manner of its solution in the past cannot satisfy the ex 
pectations of our minority. Therefore we hope that Rumania wi 
make further efforts for a final and just settlement of this problem. 


“Certain progress has also been made in relations betwee! 
Yugoslavia and Hungary, since individual open questions have be 
or are being settled. Agreements on water economy, navigation 01 
the Tisa and some other matters have been concluded. In additio 
a trade and payments agreement and an agreement on frontier tra 
ffic have also been signed. 


“I must say however that there are still some unsolved pro: 
blems between Yugoslavia and Hungary which are a serious 0 
struction to the normal development of relations between our twi 
countries. The proposals of the Yugoslav Government for thei 
solution have not encountered sufficient understanding on th 
other side. What I have in mind are our financial cluims - 
which talks began in September and, due to the negative attitud 
of the Hungarian Government, broke off soon after - which ari 
from Hungary’s clear contractual obligations towards Yugoslavi 
The Government of Yugoslavia attaches a special importance t 
this problem, and it has informed the Hungarian Governme 
about its views on the matter about a month ago. We expect t 
the Hungarian Government will show its readiness to settle th 
matter and soon start fulffilling its obligations. i 


“Lately the Government of Albania has been showing willi 
ness to regulate some outstanding questions arising from 0 
earlier relations. The Yugoslav Government expects that the r 
lation of thesse and other matters will create the necessary con 
tions for the development of good neigbourly relations betw 
our two countries, ? 


THEZGENEVA CONFERENCE 


“In July the Heads of the Governments of France, the United 
States, the Soviet Union and Great Britain met in Geneva, and 
for the first time after the long period of the ,,cold war“ talked 
in the spirit of mutual understanding and good will, agreeing 
that methods of negotiations and cooperation should be resorted 
to in order to create a good atmosphere for the solving of some 
of the important international problems, the greatest responsbility 
for which rests with the great powers. 


“The predominance of this spirit in international relations — 
if it should last, as, judging by all signs, it will, — weuld make 
it possible to reduce the “cold war“ still further. Without any 
doubt, the conference of the Heads of Governments, by creating 
this new atmosphere in relations between the East and the West, 
was an important international event, and exerted a favourable 
influence on developments in international relations generally. 


“The fact that in the meantime, largely as a consequence of 
bloc contradictions, some latent and so far neglected problems 
cropped up in various regions of the world, cannot be taken as 
an argument against the “spirit of Geneva‘. On the eontrary, 
these problems ean be solved only by applying the methods recom- 
mended in Geneva. The results of the July meeting of the Heads 
of Governments have indeed showed that humanity can face the 
future with greater confidence but they have also confirmed that 
further efforts and patience will be necessary to settle the outstan- 
ding issues and so establish a new, healthier situation in interna- 
tional relations. 


“I am not going to give a definite assessment of the presenr 
Geneva Conference, because it is still in progress. Yugoslavia’s 
attitude towards the problems discussed at this conference was 
clearly and thoroughly explained by Edvard Kardelj in his speech 
at the celebration of the United Nations Day in Belgrade. 


“In any case it is clear to all that an agreement, even a modest 
one, on the gradual elimination of the present-day contradictions 
in Europe, and even partial results in the restriction of armaments, 
would pave the way to future improvements in the international 
situation and create conditions for the successful solving of other 
international problems. 


“It should be stressed here that the two Geneva Conferences 
have, among other things, confirmed the correctness of Yugoslavia’s 
conviction that it is possible and necessary to tackle the inter- 
national problems through peaceful understanding and constructive 
cooperation which ought to replace the untenable ideal of talks 
from the “positions of strength“. 


“Here we are well aware that the solving of individual prob- 
lems and the stabilization of world peace is not the concern of 


efforts of all big and small countries. 


“The Geneva Conference and the joint directives of the Heads 
of Governments imposed the task on the present Foreign Mini- 
stert’ conference to seek concrete solutlons to the problems of 
European security and reunification of Germany, disarmament and 
East-West relations. It is evident that a rapprochement of views 
has taken place on the basis of the established balance of power 
in Europe and in the world, and that it opens better possibilities 
or the solving of these problems. Judging by the work.of the 
resent Conference so far, it seems that one is justified in ex- 
pecting tangible results and progress in the development of con- 
tacts between the East and the West, as well as some progress in 
the problems of disarmament and security. 


“We can even say that certain progress in these problems has 
already been made, for, although there are still great difficulties 
and uncertainty as to concrete decisions, discussions were open 
and constructive, and the views of the two sides were brought 
Oser together on all problems discussed so far, except on the 
erman issue. And this is what ensures the only thing that mat- 
ers: better perspective for future agreemenst. 


RIPARTITE COOPERATION 


“Our cooperation with Greece and Turkey within the Balkan 
lliance has has the top priority in our foreign relations. This coope- 
tion has produced, in the shord period after its establishment, 
number of important results. It has become an important factor 
n regulating relations in the Balkans and in relaxing tension in 
this part of the world. 


“At the beginning of this year further progress was made in 
he tripartite cooperation. Beginning at the end of February a tri- 
artite conference was held in Ankara, at which a permanent 
ouncil of Ministers was constituted. At that conference the 
ree countries reaffirmed their loyalty to the constructive prin- 


only the great powers, that it requires active cooperation and 


ciples upon which Balkan tripartite cooperation was based from 
its very beginning, and determined the general scope of their 
future cooperation. 


“The friendly relations with Greece within Balkan cooperation 
were fully affirmed during the visit to Yugoslavia of King Paul 
and Oueen Frederika of Greece. 


“TI am happy to be able to state here that a special attention 
was given to the Yugoslav-Greek friendship in the declaration of 
the new Greek Government, which is headed by Mr. Karamanlis. 


“In May this year Mr. Adnan Menderes, Turkey’s Prime 
Minister, paid an official visit to Yugoslavia. His visit to our 
country afforded an opportunity for useful and frank exchanges of 
views on various matters of tripartite cooperation and international 
relations in general. 


“In the last few months, however, serious difficulties have 
arisen in Greco-Turkish relations, as a results of the undesirable 
events in Istambul and Smyrna. These difficulties, naturally, could 
not.but affect the tripartite cooperation. As a results, an interrup- 
tion took place, which, in our opinion, can and must be elimi- 
nated by joint efforts of all partners. We are deeply concerned to 
see the traces of the present irregular state of affairs removed as 
soon as possible. The responsible factors of Turkey, I am glad 
to say, have already taken certain steps to satisfy the violated 
Greek interests and feelings, and therefore, we believe that, with 
the mutual good will, further measures will follow which will li- 
quidate the present undesirable situation. We are convinced that 
the same is the desire of the Greek and Turkish governments, as 
well as of all those who care for peace, stability and cooperation 
of the peoples in the Balkans. 


“I should like to stress that there are in the tripartite coope- 
ration still many’ unexploited oppotunities. Our people acclaimed 
with great salisfaction the agreement on the Balkan Consultative 
Assembly and the decision to draw up a statute of the proposed 
Balkan scientific institute and to hold a tripartite economic con- 
ference. It is in the interest of all three countries that these deci- 
sions be realizcd as soon as possible. 


RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES 


“Good relations between Yuggslavia and the United States 
developed successfully this year. According to their established 
practice, the Governments of the United States and Yugoslavia, 
in this period too, continued, on an equal footing, exchanges of 
opininions on various matters of mutual and general interest. 


“Our determination to go on strengthening our policy of full 
independence in all fields and so to contrlbute to the process of 
improvement and pacification in the world situation, met with 
full approval of the United States Government. This has contri- 
buted to rhe continuation and improvement of our relations with 
the Unitcd States. 

“In this spirit, the Government of the United States continued 
to grant us economic and military assistance, both under the law 
on foreign aid and under the lav on agricultural surpluses. Since 
the beginning of this year we have received from the Government 
of. the United States 320,000 tons of wheat, 477,000 tons of coking 
coal, and’ 18,000 tons of cotton. In addition, further 300.000 tons 
of wheat are being shipped to us. 


“We consider that the time has come to consider the possibility 
of establishing new forms of this cooperation through long-term 
arrangement; on deliveries of agricultural surpluses, as well as 
the possibility ‘of financing some of our projects on the basis of 
the dinar counter-value. 

“The friendly attitude of the United States Government con- 
cerning the programme of assistance is all the more important 
because voices were heard in the American Congress during the 


‘debate on foreign aid that this assistance, if not stopped altogether, 


should be granted to our country only on definite conditions, 
which, of course, would be unacceptable to us. 


“As earlier, visits of official representatives of our Governments 
continued to be exchanged. Thus, Mr. Robert Murphy, the Assi- 
stant Under-secretary of Stale, paid a visit to our country, during 
which extensive talks on our mutual relations were conducted in 
an atmosphere of mutual understanding and confidence, and certain 
difficulties — mostly of a technical nature — in the field of eco- 
nomic relations and assistance were eliminated. 


“In the scope of direct contacts between the highest repre- 
sentatives of the Governments of Yugoslavia and the United States, 


- the recent visit paid to our country by the Secretary of State, Mr. 


John Foster Dulles, deserves special attention, During his visit 
fruitful and all-round exchange of opinions on a number of ques- 
tions concerning international relations took place which were of 
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great mutual interest. Talks were conducted in the spirit of since- 
rity and friendship which characterizes our mutual relations, and 
which will enable us to strengthen and develop our ties still 
further. 


GREAT BRITAIN 


“Our relations with Great Britain have also been developing 
in the spirit of understanding, mutual respect, confidence and 
friendship. When Sir Anthony Eden became Prime Minister this 
favourable course has been continued successfully. As a result, 
tendencies to establish cooperation in almost all fields came to 
full expression. Thus, delegations of journalists, trade union offi- 
cials, students and other social workers, as well us of representatives 
of other sectors of social and public life have been exchanged 
during this year. 


“As is known, Edvard Kardelj, the Vice-President of the 
Federal Executive Council, is going for a visit to Great Britain on 
the 14th of this month at an invitation of the British Government. 
This visit comes as a natural consequence of the favourable 
development of the political, economic and cultural relations of 
the two countries. It is a fortunate continuation of the earlier visit 
of the present British Prime Minister, Sir Anthony Eden, to 
Yugoslavia in 1952, and of the visit of President Tito to Great 
Britain in 1953. We are convinced that Vice-President Kardelj’s 
talks with British statesmen and politicians will contribute to the 
expansion of our cooperation in the future, 


“The most important events that took place in the economic 
field were the signing, in May. of an agreement on Anglo- 
Yugoslav trade in the following twelve months and talks on the 
problem of the conversion of Yugoslavia’s long-term debts to 
Great Britain, which will, we believe, be solved in the near future. 
In addition we consider that there are possibilities for more inten- 
sive development of our economic relations. Thus, we believe th t 
trade between our two countries could be considerably increased. 
The interest of Yugoslavia for such an increase has already 
been shown. 


RELATIONS WITH FRANCE 


“Our country and France are linked by traditional bonds of 
friendship. The interests linking the two countries at present — 
in the first place, the problem of European cooperation, security 
and peace — are so great that they demand further expansion of 
our mutual relations. Although much more ean be done, we are 
satisfied to state that significant results in this respect have been 
achieved since the beginning of this year. Various agreements and 
arrangements of a commercial and financial nature have been 
concluded, which will strengthen our economic ties, and very good 
results have been achieved in expanding our cultural exchanges 
and technical cooperation. 


“With this aim in view, a number of mutual visits of leading 
personalities, representatives of political and public life, which 
have been exchanged since the beginning ot this year, contributed 
to better mutual understanding and friendship. It is our wish to 
go on developing our relations with Fiance in all fields. because 
that is in harmony with the friendly feelings of our people for 
the people of France, as well as with the efforts to strengthen 
peace and cooperation in the world, particularly in Europe. 


AUSTRIA 


“We felt a great deal of satisfaction when, after ten years of 
occupation, the State Treaty came in force and Austria again be- 
came an independent and free country. Yugoslavia had been giving 
its full support to the strivings of the Austrian people for inde- 
pendence, because she was convinced that the realization of such 
strivings would be a considerable contribution to the consolidation 
of peace in Eyrope. With Yugoslavia’s joining of the State Treaty, 
several so far disputable questions between our two conntries were 
solved to our mutual benefit; such as the question of frontiers, 
of the rights of our national minority in Austria, and of Austria’s 
property in Yugoslavia. 

“The restoration of free and independent Austria gives a new 
impetus to the future development of friendly cooperation between 
our two countries, which, as neighbours, are bound to cooperate. 
The loyalty of their governments and people to the policy of 
peace, their mutual wish to expand economic cooperation, and the 
long tradition in exchanging achievements in the field’ of culture 
and arts, show that there are real possibilities for such pevelopment. 


LPALY: 


“After the settlement of the problem of Trieste, our relations 
with Italy began to be generaly improved and regulated. We state 
with satisfaction that in a year’s time after the chief obstacle to 


4 


the normalization of relations betwen Italy and Yugoslavia had 
been removed by the London Agreement, a number of impo: 
problems were solved. Our mutual economic and financial matters 
arising from the Peace Treaty, were regulated, and a number o! 
agreements were concluded, such as a general convention on trad 
and navigation, a trade and payments agreement, an agrement on loc. 
al trade between Trieste and Yugoslav the frontier regions, and agree: 
ments on air and road traffic and on small frontier trade. We may 
soon expect the conclusion of an investment agreement and of a 
agrecment on fishing. g 

“Although there are still problems to be solved - particularh 
those arising from the London Agreement on Trieste, which in 
clude the question of our national minority - and although there 
are unused opportunities in the economic and other fields, the 
fact that in so short a period of time it was possible to conclude 
a number of important arrangements and agreements, convince 
us that our relations with Italy will continue to develop in th 
spirit of mutual understanding and good will that has been mani 
fested so far, 


GERMANY 


“Our relations with the Federal German Republic, which have 
been developing successfully to the benefit of both sides, wer 
somewhat retarded in 1955 by some unsolved problems, particu 
larly by the dispute oyer our financial claims. We have severa 
times pointed out that these issues, and, particularly, the manne 
in which their solution was being approached, would inevitabl 
affect our mutual relations. The noticeable and constant decrease 
in the volume of trade between our two countries was one of the 
consequences of this undesirable state of affairs. As early as the 
end of September this year our Government submitted to the 
German Government its new proposal for the final settlement o 
the outstanding financial disputes, a proposal which mckes_ th 
greatest possible concessions, and testifies to our wish to havé 
this problem settled once for evcr. And we hope that it will be 
solved without any further delay. 

«With the Democratic Republic of Germany we traded las! 
year through the Chamber of Foreign Cemmerce. During the talk: 
of experts in the middle of this year it was jointly concluded tha 
there were the necessary prerequisites for further development 0 
this trade, and this must now begin to be realized. 


“Our country’s relations with other European countries 
Switzerland, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden anc 
Finland — have continued to develop in the spirit of mutual 
understanding inspired by the common wish to establish as frui 
international cooperation as possible. In the course of this yea 
many mutual visits of political, social and economic delegation: 
have taken place and opinions on various matters of the interné 
development in our countries and of international relations hay 
been exchanged. 


EUROPEAN COOPERATION 


“We attach great importance to our relations with the countrie 
of Europe. We are linked with them by close historical, culture 
political and, particularly, economic ties. The countries of Wester 
Europe are for us the chief import anc export markets. Weste 
Europe has been, and we hope it will remain to be, a very impor 
tant partner in our economic relations with the outer world. W 
consider that it is possible to’ expand our exports to Weste 
Europe and so increase our purchases there, as well as to intensif 
Our economic ties with that part of the world. 


“The fact is that our economic relations with Western Europ 
are based almost exclusively on bilateral agreements, while Wester 
Europe itself has gone far ahead with its multilateral region¢ 
arrangements. This development in Western Europe has so fa 
produced on the whole useful results. Accordingly, we conside 
that this process should be further encouraged, enriched by n 
forms of cooperation, and expanded to gradually include also thos 
countries of Europe which are still outside such arrangements. 


“T should like to stress here that we have taken part in 
work and actively supported the efforts on solving the problems 
the East-West trade through the United Nations Economic Cc 
mmission. Similarly, in this Commission we are actively partic 
pating, together with Greece, Turkey and Italy, in the debates o 
the problem of economic development of the countries of Southe: 
Europe. We have today an observer in the OEEC in Paris, 2 
our aim is to find the best possible ways of cooperation with 
Organization, which would be beneficial to both parties. We 
already taking part in the work of certain committes, and we shé 
continue and increase this participation. Our country is a memb 
of the European Conference of the Ministers of Transport, 2 


We are directly participating in the work on realizing the aims of 
“Burofirm. We consider that cooperation in regulating mutual 
trade and payments in the OEEC is of particular importance. 


“Such development in the field of economic relations, which 
is reflected in the increase in the volume of mutual trade and 
which tends to realize an economical division of labour, not only 
in European, but also in wider proportions, will certainly also 
contribute to the improvement of international political conditions. 
We have, as it is known, shown a great deal of interest also in 
cooperation with the European Concil. But it is clear that such 
cooperation could only be based on the principle of equality; it 
is therefore being obstrusted by the ideological and political exclu- 
siveness which still prevails in certain circles within the Council. 


“We however confidently view the various possibilities which 
now exist, and expect that other will be created as well. This 
confidence is the expression of the particularly good relations 
which we maintain with most of the European countries. 


RELATIONS WITH ASIAN COUNTRIES 


“Although Yugoslavia, as everyone knows, had no political, 
economic or cultural traditions in relations with the countries of 
Asia, she has succeeded in developing friendly relations with the 
countries of that continent in a very short time after they became 
independent. These relations have been particularly strengthened 
lately trough exchanges of top level visits, and through establishing 
a number of Yugoslav diplomatic missions, such, as for instance, 
those in Peking, Jakarta and Bangkok. 


“Yugoslavia is satisfied to see that these countries are now 
assuming an ever greater role in international life, because she is 
linked with their peoples by joint efforts to preserve peace. We 
herefore followed with an exceptional interest the work of’ the 
Bandung Conference, which expressed, in a characteristic way, the 
trivings of the peoples of that region of the world, and which, it 
eems to us, was of a historical significance. Yugoslavia is ende- 
vouring to develop, in addition to political, also economic and 
cultural cooperation with these countries, 


“In the course of this year the relations between Yugoslavia 
nd India have been developing in the spirit of friendship and 
ooperation, which was particularly strengthened by President 
Tito’s visit to that country at the beginning of this year. 


“With the aim of establishing closer relations berween the two 
countries, a 12-member delegation of the Indian Parlament, headed 
y Mr. S. V. Krishna Murti Rao, the Vice-President of the Upper 
Ouse, paid a visit to Yugoslavia at the beginning of June this 
year, thus returning :he visit of our good-will mission to India in 
eccmber-January 1952/53, which was led by Colakovié. 


“Of particular importance for the development of friendly rela- 
ions between India and Yugoslavia was this year’s official visit of 
r. Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s Prime Minister, to Yugoslavia from 
une 30 to July 7; he returned the visit paid to India by President 
Tito in December-January 1954/55. The visit of the Indian Premier 
fforded an opportunity to our people to return. the sincere and 
sordial hospitality extended by the Indian people to President Tito 
uring his tour of India, and to express their friendly feelings 
or the people of that great country. 


“The talks between the Indian Premicr and the Yugoslav 
President during this visit were especially important, because they 
ot only reaffirmed the determination of the two countries to 
‘ontinue their close cooperation, but, as said in the statement by 
€ two statesmen, showed that India and Yugoslavia were following, 
ach in its own way, identical principles in their international 
elations. 


“The principle of peaceful and active coexistence, and the 
letermination to exert joint efforts to improve international rela- 
ions, already formulated in the first declaration of the two sta- 
smen in December 1954, have greatly contributed to the deve- 
pment of international cooperation. The joint statement, issued 
y the President of Yugoslavia and the Prime Minister of India 
n July 6, 1955, again stated that the two countries had identical 
jews on principal irternational problems, and particularly stressed 
eir wish to further exchange, in the spirit of the existing cordial 
iendship, their opinions on current political problems and to 
Operate in the foreign-political field. The two statesmen also 
msidered the economic, cultural and other relations between the 
© countries, and found that all the necessary conditions existed 
r the development of such relations, and especially for the. 
pansion of cooperation in the scientific and technical fields, 


URMA 


_ “Similar relations exist between Yugoslavia and Burma, with‘ 
st as favourable possibilities for their development. 


— 
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prnees, 


“Of particular importance for the Yugoslav-Burmese friendship 
were the visit of President Tito to Burma and the visit of Mr. 
U Nu, Burma’s Prime Minister, to Yugoslavia. The joint com- 
muniques on the talks during these visits explain their significance 
and results in the most concrete way. 


“Another important element for the strengthening of friendship 
and understanding between the two countries will certainly be 
the future improvements in cultural and economic relations. In 
this respect, a protocol was signed on June 14 this year, which 
determines the principles of mutual cooperation in the economic 
and technical fields. A Yugoslav delegatiou will shortly leave for 
Burma, where questions treated by this protocol will be thoroughly 
examined with Burmese represantatives,. 


CHINA 


“As is known, our Government recognized the People’s Republic 
of China as early as October 5, 1949, thus expressing the wish of 
the people of our country to establish friendly relations with the 
people of China. In December last year, diplomatic relations 
between Yugoslavia and China were established. 


“The importance which the two governments Attach to the 
development of mutual relations is understandable and justified. 
The peoples of Yugoslavia and China, regardless of the distance 
that seperates them, and regardless of how specific their ways of 
development may be, have much in common both in_ their past 
and present: they both struggled for independence and freedom, 
and they are now persistently working to overcome their economic 
backwardness. All this creates a firm basis for a fruitful develop- 
ment of their relations. 


“Therefore, in this brief and initial phase of their relations 
various contacts have taken place, whose aim is to establish better 
understanding and cooperation in different spheres of activity, 
particularly in’ the economic and cultural fields. A delegation of 
our trade unions paid a visit to China in May this year, and a 
Chinese trade union delegation returned that visit in October. 
Exchanges of trade delegations and theatrical ensembles will also 
soon take place. 


NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST 


“In the last few years our country has established closer and 
more friendly relations with the countries of the Near and Middle 
East, particularly with Egypt, Ethiopia, Syria and Lebanon. In a 
comparatively short time several important delegations and visits have 
been exchanged. Thus a parliamentary delegation of Lebanon paid 
a visit to Yugoslavia in March this year, and of Syria in April. 
Our parliamentary delegation returned a visit to the Parliaments 
of Lebanon and Syria in June this year. Similarly, a delegation of 
our Socialist Alliance has just returned from a visit to Syria and 


~ Lebanon. 
“As a result of the improvements in our relations 
with Egypt and Ethiopia, our diplomatic missions were 


recently raised to the rank of embassies. Diplomatic relations have 
also been established with the Kingdom of Lybia. We are endea- 
vouring to develop comprehensive relations with the countries of 
that part of the, world, and we follow with sympathies their 
strivings for independence. 


“Lately, as we all know, relations between the Arab countries 
and Israel have become tense again. Some - irresponsible, we 
believe -- commentators have been mentioning even the possibility 
of a “preventive war. 

“This tension is, of course, worrying, and we hope that ways 
will be found to overcome it. A solution to this problem can be 
found, not by asking whether a foreign power, other than those that 
have been doing so earlier, has the right or not to sell arms to some 
countries of that region; still less by doubting whether a sovereign 
and independent country can purchase arms where it finds it most 
suitable. The essence of the problem lies in an entirely different 
thing. It is to be found in the situation which was created by the 
endeavours -to attract the countries of that area into military 
arrangements of.a bloc nature. These endeavours could not but 
undermine the otherwise unstable relations ‘in that area, increase 
the existing and create new contradictions, and draw the entire 
region into an armament race. 

“If this is grasped, it will be possible, first to appease the 
situation, and then to eliminate the deeper causes of friction. 
After that it*will be possible to work successfully on the removal 
of contradictions beween the Arab countries and Israel, the more 
so if that work should ‘be accompanied by organized assistance of 
their economic developmet. 

“T am happy to be able to state here that President Tito will 
pay official visits to Ethiopia and Egypt by the end of this year: 
With his visit to Ethiopia he will return the visit paid by Emperor 
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Haile Selassie to our country last year. His visit to Egvpt comes 
upon the invitation to visit that country made to him by Premier 
Nasser during their meeting on Suez Canal when President Tito 
was on his way home from India and Burma. These visits will 
be a very significant contribution to the further development of 
peaceful and friendly cooperation of FPRY with Ethiopia and 
Egypt, as well as to the strengthening of peace and constructive 
international cooperation in general. 


LATIN AMERICA 


“Finally I can say that our relations with the countries of 
Latin America with which we maintain diplomatic relations, par- 
ticularly with those in which we have diplomatic missions, have 
been developing in a normal and satisfactory. way. Some progress 
has been made in our economic contacts with them. Mutual visits 
of businessmen and other delegates have been beneficial for the 
development of our relations. 


UNITED NATIONS 


“And now I must refer to two very important meetings of the 
United Nations in the course of this year. 

“The commemorative meeting of the tenth anniversary of the 
Charter in San Francisco and the tenth regular meeting of the 
General Assembly in New York, which is now in -progress, have 
proved that the powerful tendency to relax international tension 
has also come to expression in the United Nations. The aniver- 
sary meeting in San Francisco afforded an opportunity to respon- 
sible statesmen to voice their satisfaction with the favourable deve- 
lopments in intenational relations. This, together with the results 
of the Conference of the Heads of Governnets in Geneva, countri- 
buted to the favourable atmosphere in which the present session 
of the General Assembly began. 

“The earlier propaganda duels in the United Nations are now 
giving way to serious and practical talks. Therefore, now more 
than ever, the task is not to weaken the efforts to seek solutions 
to internationa] problems through negotiations. Recent international 
developments, including this session of the General Assembly. 
make us hope that this task will be increasingly felt by all the 
responsible factors in the world, and that they will take it up more 
resolutely in their practical policies. But in this respect, one must 
keep in mind that political understanding, influenced by the re- 
mnats of the past attitudes and conceptions, is still lagging behind 
objective developments and possibilities, and that the work on 
removing these remnants of the past tensions will not progress 
either easily or quickly. 

“Among the political matters on the agenda of the General 
Assembly the most important are the problems of disarmament, 
peacetime uses of atomic energy, the universality of the United 
Nations and economic development of the backward regions of 
the world. 

“The importance for peace and security of the problem of 
disarmament as raised before the United Nations, is generrlly re- 
cognized. Allow me to repeat here some of the explanations which 
I gave during the general debate in the General Assembly. The 
encouraging developments in this problem which took place this 
year were acclaimed in the whole world. The difficulties which 
appear from time to time should not be the cause for pessimism. 
In spite of the fact that the armament race is not yet slowing 
down, which necessarily retards improvements in international 
relations, the present difficulties, altough their causes are still of 
a political nature, arise also from the fact that this problem has 
finally entered upon a stage of concrete consideration. This may 
be the sign that we are approaching a solution to the problem, 
and not getting away from it as well as a warning that a solution, 
even though a modest one at the beginning, will have to be 
found soon. 

“An anusually important aspect of the problem of disarmament 
is the fact that enormous funds are being spent on defence, which 
makes it difficult to approach the systematic solving of one of the 
most important problems of the present day - the removal of the 
gap that divides the developed from the underdeveloped countries. 
At present, the efforts to reach further agreements on the basis of 
accords already achieved by the most responsible factors, or at 
least to reduce the field of disputes, are of the greatest impor- 
tance. In this the moral and political force of all those who are 
interested in peace - and they make a great majority of mankind - 
could play an important role. It was with this in mind that the 
Yugoslav delegation made the suggestion in the general debate 
this year that at least an agreement not to increase expenditures 
on armaments should be concluded as a temporary step until a 
more satisfactory solution is found. The fact that some countries 
have already taken measures in this direction is a proof that con- 
ditions for an agreement along these lines are beginning to ripen. 

“The problem of disarmament is closely linked with the prob- 
lem of peacetime uses of atomic energy. The advance which has 
already been made in this field through international effors comes 
among the most encouraging aspects of the recent developments in 
international relations. The Geneva Atomic Energy Conference 
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deserves to be praised, both for the results it achieved, and 
the spirit of confidence and goodwill which dominated it. 
essential aspect of this problem is how to prevent the peaceti 
use of atomic energy form widening the gap between the develop 
and underdeveloped regions of the world. ‘The world economy 
a whole and, consequently, also the countries which possess atom 
knowledge and raw matarial would benefit by enabling the bri 
ging of this gap. The chief aspects of this problem came 
expression during the discussions of one of the practical questio 
of international cooperation in the field of peacetime uses of ato’ 
energy — the question of establishing an international ato 
agency — at this session of the General Assembly. Our delegati 
in cooperation with India, Burma, Egypt, Indonesia and Syria, a 
in close consultation with the Scandinavian and other contri 
submitted.a draft resolution which placed the greatest empha: 
on the responsibility, control and democracy in forming the pr 
posed Agency, in drawing up its statute and in all aspects of 
solving of the problem of nuclear energy. Besides, it is qui 
natural that the Agency should be universal in character. Regar 
less of the fact that the accepted resolution does not fully a 
respond to these principles, the fact that it was accepted un 
mously is very encouraging, the more so since we are convin 
that the future developments will by themselves impose adequa 
solutions and forms of international cooperation in this field, 

“The United Nations activity is seriously obstructed in ma) 
fields because the principle of its universality is not fully applie 
Under present conditions nothing can justify the fact that no 
ten years after the Charter came in force, the number of countri 
waiting to be admitted to the United Nations is equal to al 
one third of the number of its present members. A_ special as; 
of this problem isthe fact that almost half of the European stat 
are not in the United Nations, and that so large a country 
China is still without its legitimate representatives in it, wi 
would take on her behalf, their due share of responsibility f 
international peace and security. In the United Nations there is 
strong tendency to take decisive steps in order to realize 
principle of universality. Yugoslavia is for the admission of 
countries whose international status is not in doubt and 
satisfies the requirements of the Charter. Therefore, we are rea 
to back up the still unofficial proposal, which seems to be mo 
realistical at present, to admit 18 new members. 

“The review of the present session of the General Assemb 
would not be complete without saying a few words about t 
elections for the Security Council. It is certainly known to y 
that Yugoslav Government, before this Session, had no notion 
standing for that election. The outcome of the first voting ft 
the third temporary member showed that neither the Philippin 
nor Poland could secure the necessary two-third majority. At th 
moment the delegates in the Assembly showed inclination to p 
up the candidature of Yugoslavia as a compromise. Yugosla' 
considered that its obligations towards the United Nations a 
its observance of the principle of the geographic distribution 
seats in the Council obliged her to accept the candidature. In 0 
opinion that was a way to evade a struggle along the lines of 0 
bloc divisions. The fact, — whose political significance cannot 
underestimated — is that our candidature is supported, in additi 
to manv other states, practically by all European countries, 
gardless of the various political groups to whch they otherwi 
belong. Further votings clearly showed that the countries whi 
are for a compromise, are firmly in support of Yugoslavia, so th 
the Philippines is quite unlikely to be elected. The only co 
structive solution at present could be reached if the Philippini 
were to give up.its candidature and the Member States agree 
elect a compromise candidate from Europe. We consider that 
accepting the candidature and by persisting in contesting 
elections, we have done a service to the United Nations and 
made a contribution to the favourable development of int 
national relations. 

“As you can see, our foreign policy was very active this y 
The development of international relations since the [the begi 
ning of this year has conf irmed, beyond any doubt, the co 
rectness of our assesment of the international situation, as*W 
as the correctness of our foreign policy. Our state and_ politi 
leadership, headed by Marshal Tito, made this assessment 
began to carry out this policy at the time when only the f 
signs of improvement in international relations began to be no 
ced. At first our bold attitude and activity did not meet {wi 
response in all quarters. But today they are being increasin 
appreciated and accepted. ; 

“All thit was possible because our foreign policy - the poli 
of socialist Yugoslavia - has been and remains to be consist 
and realistic, because we stood firmly for the principles of acti 
coexistence and resolutely applied them in practice, regardless} 
difficulties. Our policy has censtantly been contributing to # 
relaxation of tension in the world. Our foreign political activiti 
and successes have enhanced the reputation of our country; !th 
widen our possibilities and make us suppot even more actively 
general endeavours to strengthen international peace and security 


Opinions on current problems 


The General Assembly’s Tenth Session 


Josip DERDA 


Ambassador and State Counsellor in the Secretariat for Foreign Affairs 


his year the United Nations General Assembly convened for 

the tenth time since the establishment of this organisation; 

and generally speaking its agenda was more or less the same 
as at the previous sessions. Nevertheless it must immediately be 
pointed out that this year’s session differs from its predecessors 
by certain characteristic features. Therefore although still under 
way, it provides a suitable occasion to draw up a balance sheet of 
the activities and development of this world organisation aftcr the 
first decade of its existence by surveyins its work, objectives, tasks 
and ultimate significance. 


The United Nations Organisation was confronted by a series 
of different tasks in the course of its activities so far among which 
the problem of preserving peace was always in the foreground. In 
this ten year period the Organisation has more or less succeeded 
in resolving such disputes and problems, and it could be said with 
considerable certainty, that it is indeed a question today whether 
world peace would have been preserved at all if it were not for 
this organisation and its intervention. This particularly applies to 
the years which marked the climax of the cold war, when the world 
was so to say on the threshold of another hot war, and although 
the very foundations of the. United Nations were shaken on several 
“occasions, the latter not only suceeded in overcoming these diffi- 
culties, but also fulfilled its fundamental mission as guardian of 
world peace. One is entitled to different opinions as regards the 
various situations in which the United Nations Organisation inter- 
vened, but it is impossible to deny its paramount role under the 
conditions which led to armed conflict between India and Pakistan 
and the truce in Cashmere, the Arab-Israeli dispute and the truce 
in the Near East, the Korean war and armistice, and ther similar 


situations and conflicts in which its beneficial influence was felt. - 


The United Nations Organisation was also faced by other tasks 
in this period: it developed a praiseworthy activity at its sessions 
and through its affiliated agencies concerning the extension of 
technical assistance to undeveloped countries, the promotion of 
international trade, economic and financial cooperation, social, cul- 
tural and humanitarian projects, international law etc. and parti- 
cularly in advancing the cause of the colonial peoples which aspire 
to self-government and independence. However, the prime task and 
Objective of the United Nations consisted in preserving peace in 
those cases when it was threatened either directly or indirectly, and 
contribute to the peaceful settlement of disputes or conflicts by 
means of conciliation, negotiation and agreement. 


After a five year cold war period the first obvious symptoms 
appeared in the course of 1953 which indicated that the cold war 
Was nearing its end, and that it could be replaced by a more 
peaceful development in international relations. Parallel with this 
process the tendencies and readiness to alleviate or eliminate the 
causes of cold war by other methods than those used in interna- 
tional relations during the cold war period gained increasing pro- 
minence. Displays of armed power, military demonstrations, pro- 
vocations as part of the war of nerves, and various other forms of 
cold war were gradually replaced by conferences and meetings 
between statesmen of the formerly antagonistic blocs. This was 
followed bv significant international big power conference on the 
problems most directly linked with the cold war and which always 
threatened to cause world wide conflagration, e.g. the Berlin four 
power conference on Germany and European problems, the Geneva 
conference in the spring of 1954 on Indo-China and Korea, the 
July big power summit conference and last the recent third Geneva 
of foreign ministers four power conference. 

Under conditions marked by such a development of relations 
between East and West and the world at large, the United Nations 
Organisation did not remain a passive onlooker, but provided the 
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necessary incentive for such a development at its annual session 
and in the work of its other organs: the United Nations encou- 
raged and stimulated pacific tendencies within the limits of its 
possibilities as it often happened that the relations between the big 
powers, and influence exerted by the individual blocs and groups, 
and bloc tendencies in general restricted its freedom of action and 
limited the possibilities of more direct and resolute intervention in 
some problems. However, United Nations activities in this period 
showed that it does not intend to be deprived of its vested right 
to maintain a general insight in international developments, super- 
vise the general course of events, and endorse the cause of peace, 
negotiations, and reason if the need arises, in accordance with its 
prime responsibility for the over-all development of world events. 
This was also testified by United Nations activities in the field of 
disarmament and atomic energy, where it retained fuller control 
while also maintaining at the same time an efficient general insight 
in the developments in Korea, North Africa, and the Near East 
where it developed a systematic and permanent activity for the 
purpose of pacification and normalisation of relations in these per- 
turbed areas. Parallel with this, an ever greater number of schemes 
and projects were advanced for the expansion of United Nations 
activity in the field of international economic and financial pro- 
blems, particularly with regard to the extension of assistance to 
undeveloped countries and non independent peoples in general, as 
it was realized from the very beginning that the stabilisation of 
international relations initiated can provide the necessary conditions 
and open broader prospects for the success of such projects. 


This is roughly the general course of development followed by 
United Nations activities during the cold war and immediately 
afterwards and from that standpoint the road covered is more or 
less continuous and unbroken while interrupted to a certain extent 
by this year’s session, not because of any changes under the pre- 
sent conditions in the fundamental objectives or role of the orga- 
ganisation, as the latter remain steadfast and unchanged, or because 
the newly created conditions would reduce the efficiency of United 
Nations action or make it less necessary, but because many changes 
have occured or are currently taking place in international relations 
this year, thus enchancing the need for United Nations action and 
its responsibility, and as prospects can already be discerned for the 
framing of a long term peaceful policy, a long term strategy of 
world peace. 


In the first place, what are the concrete international relations 
which marked the Tenth Session of the UN General Assembly 
initaited on September 20, and which should, as foreseen, be 
concluded about December 10? 


One should primarily cite the fact that the process of paci- 
fication has reached a level when peace may reasonably be expected, 
at least for a certain period of time, in view of the present relations 
in the world i.e... and particularly in those areas where it was 
brought in greatest jeopardy. Even if there were no other proofs 
for this except the convocation of two conferences in Geneva in 
July and October this year, regardless of the inadequacy of their 
results concerning the concrete international needs, such a conclusion 
would nevertheless be considerably justified. 


Second, one should cite the promotion of efforts to activate 
a peaceful policy throughout the African-Asian area, after the histo- 
rical Bandung conference which reflected the long term and broad 
aspirations of most or almost all peoples of the two continents to 
channel their concerted efforts towards the achievement of equal 
rights with other countries, the advancement of international coope- 
ration and independence, and fulfil their aspirations in accordance 
with the necessity of preserving and stabilising world peace as the 


ri 


basic precondition for the realisation of these objectives in a juster 
world. The cause of pacification and stabilisation of peace, th> 
cause of even development, thus received a strong incentive and 


new vigour, hence greatly reducing the chances of all adverse ten- 


dencies in the future. 


The increased prospects for the development of nuclear energy 
and the practical application of this energy for destructive purposes, 
as well as the unlimited development and progress of mankind 
called forth the realisation among the responsible statesmen and 
broad strata that the world is faced by a decisive dilemma: whether 
it will continue the dizzy armament race (primarily in nuclear 
armaments), thus ultimately leading to complete mutual extermi- 
nation or whether it will come to its senses at tne eleventh hour 
and direct the newly discovered prospects and forces towards trans- 
formation and development in favour of progress, prosperity and 
peace? Such a realisation which was called forth under special 
conditions in international relations eharacterised by a certain degree 
of equilibrium in the balance of power between the two antagonist 
blocs, perhaps also led to certain far reaching changes regarding the 
issue of war and peace in the present phase of development, and 
opened broad prospeets for all forces of peacz, hence primarily for 
a body whose fundamental objective consists in the preservation of 
world peace, i. e. the UN Organisation. This fact also left its 
imprint on current international relations as well as the Tenth Ses- 
sion of the UN which to a certain extent represents the highest 
and certainly broadest forum on which these relations and _ their 
development is manifested. It cannot be said that some other UN 
sessions, notably those in 1953 and 1954, do not bear a similar 
imprint on their decisions, but there can be no doubt whatever that 
this applies most to the present session, because it is held at a time 
when these factors have all reached sucha degree of maturity, such 
a level of development that they must inevitably exert a decisive 
influence and leave their imprint on every major event in inter- 
national policy including of course the annual session of the United 
Nations. 


When the Tenth UN session is contemplated in this light this 
does not imply that it was particularly fruitful as regards its con- 
crete decisions or actions, or that it developed special activities in 
any given sphere. Held in the period between two significant inter- 
national big power conferences in July and October it is generally 
considered that the United Nations session was wise to adopt suca 
a policy, and thus avoid influencing the big power talks which 
could have had an uudersibale effect in view of the special circum- 
stances which prevail in the relations among the big powers. The 
General Assembly was not disintersted in the agenda or the problems 
of the big power conference. and such an attitude was not a result 
of passivity or shirking of obligations. On the contrary, by avoiding 
direct intervention in the principal controversial issues, and the 
inevitable debates and polemics concerning them, the United 
Nations created and maintained a favourable atmosphere for the 
Geneva talks, thus enabliag the big powers to develop their efforts 
for the achievement of negotiated solutions in peace and without 
any prejudices. Later on, ia one way or another, the Geneva results 
and problems will have to come up before the United Nations 
Assembly so that it will have the opportunity of fulfilling its res- 
ponsibilities. Just as any actions by the Assembly, if at all possible, 
would have most probably prejudiced the attitudes and talks of the 
big powers, the restraint shown at these moments provided an 
active stimulus to the big powers towards agreement, particularly 
in view of the fact that these matters will reach the Assembly in 
due time. and before whom none of the big powers would be 
willing to assume responsibility for failure. In view of such a state 
of affairs, it may well be said that the General Assembly has ful- 
filled its role so far by adopting a correct attitude towards Geneva, 
assigning this conference the place it deserves, while not abdicating 
for a moment its vested responsibilites and competences. 


As the Geneva agenda and unofficial talks did not cover all 
but only some of the principal. problems included on the agenda 
of the United Nations Assembly as for instance disarmament, East- 
West relations, the admission of new members to the United Nations, 
certain specific problems relating to the situation in the Near and 
Far East e.c., and as the question of atomic energy already reacned 
a point wnen the Assembly was forced to define its attitude, the 
latter was obliged to bring more concrete solutions on some prob- 
lems, whicn were again cnaracterised by the same spirit as its 
attitude towards Geneva in general. While not permittiag namely 
the gaps between individual countries and groups of countries and 
their views be broadened, the United Nations Assembly snowed 
its determination to advance the cause of colonial and undeveloped 
countries in general wuile enabling the puiactical affirmation of the 
principle of self determination of peoples where necessary as in the 
case of Guinea, Algeria and colonies in general before the 
IV Committe, during the debate on tne covenants on 
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Human Rights before the LIT Comittee etc. In the same way b 
coordinating its duty to set up and maintain firm control over 
international atomic policy, waile not contrasting this with thei 
general endeavours to achieve the rapprochement of different views 
the United Nations temporarily adopted the positive compromise 
solution on one of the major problems of current world policy 
the creation of an international atomic agency by means of broad 
unanimity. It was namely a question whether the atomic agency 
contemplated would be based on the broadest foundations, whethe 
it will be established and operate within the United Nations fra: 
mework or independently, and whether it will operate in accor- 
dance with the intentions and interests of the few big leading 


powers in the field of nuclear energy, or primarily in favour o 
the needier and undeveloped countries etc. The United Nations 
Assembly replied to these questions by a compromise and on the 
whole positive formulation, according to whica the overwhelming 
majority of the organisation member countries and others in gene- 
ral will devise answers to them at a forthcoming international con- 
ference. It seems that the agreement on the admission of ne 
members to the United Nations will also be implemented in the 
near future by receiving 19 countries into the United Nations: 
Ceylon, Nepal, Laos, Cambodia, Japan, Lybia, Jordan, Italy, Spain 
Finland, Austria, Mongolia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Rumania, Albania 
Ireland, Portugal etc., thus notably broadening the ranks of the 
organisation and increasing the efficacy of its action. The onl 
thing which still remains to be found is a procedure that would 
be acceptable to the US policy which constitut es the only ob 
stacle to the final liquidation of this major problem. 


In view of these general features as well as the concrete de- 
cisions brought so far and those impending until the end of the 
session, which may well be fruitful after the conclusion of the 
Geneva talks, this year’s session offered yet another proof that the 
UN represents the broadest and most precious plarform of active 
coexistence in the world at decisive moments of international deve- 
lopment. The session also confirmed that the UN constitute the 
most solid factor of rapprochement between the peoples of thé 
world and the alleviation of contradictions between them, acting 
directly and continuously in favour of pacificatication, conciliation 
and easing of tension among peoples and groups of countries 
at a time when this is increasingly an essential need and basic 
task of manking. Apart from this, the UN appzared at this year’s 


session as an active element in the creation of a more stable equi- 
librium among various regions in the world, thus enabling the 
active participation of all countries, continents and regions on the 
basis of equal rigats in the solution of their own and broader 
international problems. The program and policy of independence, 
equal rignts and transformation in the Asian-African part of the 
world, as proclaimed at the historical Bandung conference gained 
full prominence at this years session, and this will be still more 
the case in the future after the problem of admission of new mem- 
bers waich include many Asian countries is resolved. It was shown 
that the UN and the annual sessions of this organisation open new 
prospects for still more intensive activity of the peoples and coun- 
tries of Asia and Africa in international affairs than was the case 
so far, thus creating the necessary conditions for the fuller and 
more complete fulfilment of their aspirations, particularly those 
waich are contingent on an appropriate revision of the UN Charter. 
A certain tendency to narow-mindedness shown by these countries 
at the session, thus coming in contradiction with the basic course 
charted in Bandung, is doubtless an isolated phenomenon athough 
ic could be taken as an instructive example of immaturity. Namely 
in voting for the new members of the Security Council, in a situ- 
ation in which Yugoslavia was nominated a compromise candidate 
in order to avoid the deadlock between Poland and the Philippines 
with the support of all European and the endorsement of a series 


of non-European countries, the majority of the Asian- African 
countries voted for and continue to support the Philippines, doing 
this on behalf of Bandung, namely the policy proclaimed there, 
where the right to greater participation of Asia and Africa in the 
United Nations and its main organs was justly claimed. The can- 
didacy of the Philippines, however, did not come up on this basis, 
and would not have advanced but on the contrary delayed the 
cause of Bandung, while the endorsement of Yugoslavia as the 
exponent of compromise would have led to the respect of previous 
practice, the promotion of international pacification, which both 
represent the paramount requirements of present world policy. It 
is on the further development of tnis policy that the creation of the! 
necessary atmosphere for a democratic revision of the Charter in 
the sense claimed at Bandung is contingent The candidacy of the 
Pnilippines was and remains a second class manoeuver and is cont- 
rary to such a course of development. Such an attitude of the 
Asian-African countries led to a new deadlock which continues for 
some time already. } 


‘The session is still under Way and should be adjourned in the 
course of November although the agenda is still full of problems 
which have still not been broached at all. If the admission of new 
members is, as generally expected, favourably resolved in the near 
future it will be more ot less correct to assess this year’s session 
as highly successful, all the more so as the UN would then be 
in a far better position to cope with the remaining unsolved pro- 
blems, which are still quite numerous. The problem of disarmament 
which should primarily be mentioned in this context is one of the 
prime causes of the present ‘uncertainty in the world. This is still 
more enhanced by the fact that the Geneva talks were concluded 
without any concrete agreement on disarmament, and because more 
than any other issue, it represents a real and formal responsibility 
of the organisation which only temporarily handed it over for 
deliberation to the big powers, while not forgetting to deliberate 


Macarthur the second. 


operation between the two countries. 


R. Dulles’s one-day visit to Yugoslavia, and his talks with 
President Tito were of a particular significance for Yugoslav- 
American relations, although — what might seem contradic- 
ry — direct relations betwecn the two countries were not discusssed 
all. The two statesmen did not discuss any question which could 
roduce some practical consequences. According to what Mr. D alles 
id at a press conference on Brioni, they only discussed important 
ternational problems and exchanged their opinions without taking 
y joint decisions or agreeing to take joint steps for the solving 
such problems. Nevertheless, the communique and the statements 
ade at the press conference show that the talks were successfully 
cluded, and that they will, in fact, be the basis for the future 
igoslav-American relations 


Analyzing the significance of the meeting between the American 
cretary of State and the Yugoslav President, two things stand 
t clearly: the manner in which Yugoslavia is treated, and the 
portance attached to her intetnational position. The position 
Yugoslavia and its attitude in international politics has received 
final acknowledgement from America’s foreign policy. Since all 
rts to draw Yugoslavia into bloc formations have obvionsly failed, 


on it in the meantime, as shown by various suggestions and opeti- 
ings made this year. In this context the suggestion made by the 
Yugoslav delegation for the conclusion of at least a temporary 
agreement on the actual cessation of the armaments race, by means 
of truce on a certain level of armaments, as for instance the pre- 
sent, should certainly be recalled. Hence, in the long run the fate 
of pacification and peace depends first and foremost on whether 
the world will continue the present armameat race or not, whether 
it will stop this racz and achieve an agreemenr on disarmament or 
not. It is clear that the future big power conferences, which will 
certainly take place in the near future, as well as the future UN 
sessions will have to deal with this problem more directly and radi- 
cally than was the case so far.in view of its character and place 
in international development, and finally because the necessary 
conditions already exist which render t’is both possible and urgent, 


After the Brioni Talks 


J. ARNEJC 


O* November 6th 1955, the US Secretary of State Mr. John Foster Dulles had a meeting with the Pre 
sident of the Federative People’s Republic of Yugoslavia Josip Broz Tito on the island of Brioni. The 
President of the Republic entertained Minister Dulles and his associates to lunch. 

After that the talks were held in the spirit of friendship and mutual understanding, with the participation, 
from the Yugoslav side, of the Vice-President of the Federal Executive Council Edvard Kardelj, State Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs Kota Popovié and Secretary General of the President of the Republic Joze Vilfan, and, from the 
American side, of the Ambassador in Yugoslavia Fames Riddleberger and Counsellor of the State Department Douglas 


Views were exchanged on the international situation and on questions of mutual interest. Mr. Dulles later set 
forth at the press conference the matters which ~were the subject of discussion. 

It was found that the two sides were in agreement on a series of questions, especially on the possibility and 
need for making further efforts for the improvement of international relations as well as for expanding friendly co- 


The meeting has again confirmed the usefulness of such personal contracts for the exchange of views and for 
the advancement of the cause of peace and international cooperation in keeping with the United Nations Charter. 


and as it was realized that Yugoslavia does not intend to return 
to the past or to gradually join the other camp, the American sta- 
tesmen could not but conclude that Yugoslavia is an indepen ent 
and free factor in Europe, which must be taken into account. It 
is precisely due to this independent policy that Yugoslavia, a small 
country, has become an object of interest and respect. 


Our policy of ceaseless efforts for appeasement in the world, 
for the improvement of relations between nations, for the affirmation 
of the principle of non-interference in the home affairs of other 
countries, as well as for the solving of all disputes by peaceful 
means and negotiations, has produced its results, no matter how 
small they may seem at the beginning. This policy is certainly our 
long-term investment, which is now beginning to pay off; only the 
deep conviction in the correctness of our attitude, together with 
patient activity and sacrifices, could have paved the way to the 
evident success of the Brioni talks, and to the just as important 
visit of the Vice-President, Edvard Kardelj, to Great Britain. 

As shown by the agenda of the talks at Brioni, Yugoslavia, 
as an European country, is interested in the solving of the problems 
of Germany and European security. In respect of both these problems 
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John Foster Dulles 


she has enough experience to form her own views as to how and 
on what principles they should be settled. Yugoslavia has always 
been on the chief road of German expansion in the past, 
and, therefore, it is not immaterial to us how the German problem 
will be settled, even if the conditions of the great powers are 
satisfied on the whole. No matter how interested we are in the 
reunification of the two parts of Germany, we do not consider 
that this problem should affect the solving of the problem of secu- 
rity, for we believe that progress in either of them would facilitate 
the solving of the other. On the basis of her long experience, 
Yugoslavia considers that the problem of security is just as important 
for the progress of Europe and of the world. 


Within the complex of European problems, our attitude towards 
the East European countries was also discused, not only on account 
of our geographic position, but also on account of the similarity 
between the foundations of our social and economic order and those 
upon which the East European countries began to develop after 
the war, only to take so different a road afterwards. The Belgrade 
declaration has confirmed our conviction that individual countries 
can progress towards socialism by different roads on condition that 
they preserve their sovereignty, that no other power interferes in 
their internal affairs, and that they are free to choose the forms 
of their economic and socia! order. Following such a policy, Yugoslavia 
is today an independent factor also among the East European countries, 
where she is not a mouthpiece of anybody’s policy, and where, by 
its very existence, she shows that states can coexist without joining 
either bloc. The easing of tension and the decreasing of the danger 
of war encourage the tendencies towards independence and create 
possibilities for freer relations, which, in turn, leads to the gradual 
weakening of the blocs, As for the contradictions in this part of 
Europe, they can never be solved by interfering in the home af- 
fairs of these countries or by forcing on them old and backward 
social systems, but only through their freedom to choose the forms 
of their economic and social system, to choose their own way to 
socialism. If Mr. Dulles and President Tito found themselves in 
agreement on this matter, it does not mean that Yugoslavia is 
giving up the basic principles she has upheld so far, as some com- 
mentators would like to show. Consent on the basic principle that 
the peoples themselves should freely determine the ways of their 
independent development was sincere, although it is probable that 
the two statesmen would not agree on the very process of develop- 
ment if it should be discussed, which was not the casse on Brioni. 


The talks on the Balkan Alliance again showed how great a 
role Yugoslavia plays in it. The recent difficulties and disagreements 
between Greece and Turkey impose on Yugoslavia the task of 
upholding and maintaining the Alliance, since no one of the partners 
denies its necessity. This role was also discussed on Brioni. Presi- 
dent Tito explained to Mr. Dulles his constructive views on the 
further maintenance of the Balkan Alliance. The conflicts between 
the two southern allies should not influence tripartite cooperation, 
and their disputes should be settled by goodwill and agreement, 
The dissolution of the Alliance would most harm the side which 
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= 
now shows least interest in its maintenancé, and which has 
done much to appease the artificially kindled passions. In } 
opinion, Balkan cooperation ought to be strengthened in order 
improve the conditions in the Balkans and in Europe, and to exp; 
constructive international cooperation. Mr. Dulles was in agree 
with this view, seeing in it a positive effort of Yugoslavia. 


The moral and political reputation which Yugoslavia, 
consistent fighter for indepeneence, enjoys among the young sté 
in the Near and Middle East, and particularly the similarity of! 
foreign-political views of Yugoslavia and some Arab countries, 
the reason why the two statesmen at Brioni paid so much attent 
to the turbulent conditions in the Near East. The consulting) 
Yugoslavia in these matters is not, probably, to the liking of 
Mediterranean powers which demand to have the last word 
solving the problems of that area, and which treat that part of | 
world as their own sphere of interest on the basis of “histor 
rights“, acquired by force. Yugoslavia has no claims in that yf 
of the Mediterranean, but: she has become a moral and polit 
factor which is today reckoned with when the Near East probk 
are being solved. What is more, some political observers  beli 
that Yugoslavia could influence both parties in the Near East 
settle their disputes through compromises. At the press confere 
on Brioni, Mr. Dulles connected the problem of the Near 
with President Tito’s forthcoming visit to Egypt and Ethio 
Studying the situation in that part of the world, the Americ 
were confronted with the presence of Yugoslavia’s example; it 
therefore, not surprising that they wanted to hear our opini 
about that international problem, with the aim of finding a sa 
factory solution. If understanding is to be established in that regi 
poisoned by intolerance and artificially created political difficult 
great patience will have to be displayed, and some of the interes 
powers will have to stop their actions which are calculated to ineré 
the existing differences. Attempts at reconciliation would certa 
fail if such actions are continued, for such actions check both 
internal development and the freedom of foreign political activi 
of the countries in that area. Even the great powers will have 
accept the independent position of some of those countries, jus 
it was the case with Yugoslavia. The discussion of these problé 
on Brioni showed that the example set by Yugoslavia is an import 
factor in the East Mediterranean basin, which is all the 
important because Yugoslavia appears there, not as a compe 
but as a friend without any selfish interests. Her sole interes 
that area, as elsewhere in the world, is the preservation of pe 
and the establishment of conditions necessary for the progress 
independence of the nations. 


Such is, on the whole, Yugoslavia’s role in the quest 
discussed on Brioni. An analysis of our position and our cont 
tion to the discussions of so important problems, places also 
relations with the United States in a different light, clearer 
more atractive to both sides, The Brioni talks show that Yugo 
via’s independent and non-bloc status is recognized, and thai 
is worth while to hear her opinions and exchange views with 
without any attempt to exert pressure. Individual aspects of 
talks show that our country appears as a significant moral. 
political factor, worth cooperating with on an equal footing. ' 
recognition of such relations is, in fact, a step towards cl 
friendship between the two countries, and that cannot but s 
as an example for the regulation of relations between coun! 
under new conditions. The exchange of opinions on such a & 
had to be fruitful and useful, not only for the two countries ¢ 
cerned, but also for the cause of world peace and progress, 
the two sides were right in voicing their satisfaction with the té 
The establishing of such relations with a small country, whi 
still receiving assistance from a great power, is another pro 
the realism of American foreign policy. 


n his ,,Discovery of India” Nehru presents a visinon of 

future India as a socialist country. ,,Political changes are 
bound to come — he writes — but economic changes are 
equally necessary. These changes will have to take the direction 
of democratically planned collectivism’’. 


The hesitation of the Indian to use the word ,,socialism’’ has 
‘for years, perhaps, the attention of the world public opinion from 
‘the fact that this aim has been borne in mind not only by socialist, 
“out also by the men at the helm of the Indian State. Al least the 
“majority of the Indian National Congress have this idea before 
their eyes. Democratic collectivism: this term certainly conceals a 
‘specific meaning and involves specific paths but, in a sense, also 
doint to the creation of a socialist community no matter how it 
‘liffered from European models. Taking into consideration India’s 
‘history, this specific quality must be tremendous. Yet one does 
“not wonder at the fact that the January rally of the Congress 
Party at Avadi proclaimed socialism as an aim, That the proclaiming 
‘>f an already ,,socialist type of society” was not only a propaganda 
logan, but a directive for a definite and broad action will be seen 
yrom the material of the information meeting of the All India 
Jongress Committee which met in New Delhi early in September 
ith the task of examining and discussing, along democratic lines, 
e character and aims of the Second Five Year Plan. This ma- 
Yerial was published in detail in the September 23 issue of the 
Jommittees magazine, ,,Economic Review. 


The basic aims of the Second Indian Five Year Plan can thus 
Summarized: to increase the national income of the Indian State 
hrough the most efficacious and practical methods. However, 
“mportance is attached to the character and methods of acquiring 
is national income, in other words, to the aims which are also 
be achieved in this way. Shriman Narayan, in an article entitled 
Planning for the sake of a socialist sampling of reviews these quite 
Yoncrete aims in the light of the generalidea by which the Indian 
radership is guided. 


{ This, as far as planning is concerned, is something that would 
ot correspond to the European idea of the path towards socialism 
Ynot only in the Soviet Union, but also in Sweden, for example): 
attainment of full or, to put it more correctly, a fuller emplo- 
ment through the creation of a wide network of small industries 
the villages and settlements. This idea, understandable in India, 
hose meaning is that progress is achieved in a way that would 
Ye closest to the conception of the population, is aimed at putting, 

$ soon as possible, the backward parts of the country on the same 
)poting as those where industrialization is already under way. The 
lanners of nodern India consider that general industrialization must 
e even and that heavy industry must not develop at the expense 
f entire regions and the general living standard, which is already 
> a low level in many parts of the country. 


That is why the need to develop basical industry, as shown 
the above mentionod articles, was calculated from the very begin- 
: to lead as soon as possible, together with the development of 
he transport network, to an increase of the production of consu- 
Miption goods and a better distribution of these commodities thro- 
out India. 


_ Socialism — as seen by the Indians — must also mean the 
lution of the problem of unemployment, it must enable the 
ndian State to extend to all classes of the community equal op- 
prtunities for social and economic progress. In the Second Five 
ear Plan, India must be brought closer to the realization of this 
m. It has been noted that the emphasis of all studies and discus- 
Ons in this connection was laid on the development of the 
untryside, as it is constantly stated that a balance should be 
aintained between the development of the urban areas and 
Ogress in the villages. The rate suggested in this connection is 
aracteristic and points to the character of the path to be fol- 
wed — India intends to observe the principle of gradual deve- 


Indias Path Towards Socialism 


J. GUSTINCIC 


lopment. Economic inequality, still tremendous at the present time, 
should be reduced, not during the Second Five Year Plan, but 
during the next ten years — in a ratio of 1:30 or, if it succeeds, 
of 1:20 which will continue to be a big span. 


Again, the Indian planners have shown that they are aware 
of all those dangers which inevitably crop up in the dynamic de- 
velopmeut of socialist economy. They point out that planned 
management of economy should be ,,in public hand’’, in order to 
avoid the creation of bureaucracy. Of course, this would also 
necessitate the taking of numerous measures of principle which it 
is as yet impossible to visualize. The outcome of the struggle for 
democracy in the new economic system where the share of the 
nationalized sector and village communities will be greater and 
greater, depend on definite schemes of management which are to 
be elaborated and are mentioned in this material only in principle. 
It is interesting to note that this material mentions aeso the need 
for more effective administration, but contains little reference to 
the way it should be built. The attention of most of those who 
took part in the discussion, was centered on the economic aspect 
of development, which is understandable at this stage. 


The land reform, last but not least, also confronts the authors 
of the Second Five Year Plan and the ,,socialist pattern”. During 
the First Five Year Plan it had only begun to be solved, and 
progress in this field is not easy in India owing to the very 
complex system of relations prevailing in the countryside, as well 
as out of fear that too rigid measures would lead to dislocation in 
agricultural production, already inadequate and technically backward. 
Hence even this question of principle remains unsolved: whether 
the basis of land ownerslip ssould be work or capital. In other 
words, one of the aims in the Second Five Year Plan is to provide 
for the victory of the principle itself that land should be owned 
by those who till it, and not by those who control it or invest 


capital in it. 


It would be unjust, however, to omit mentioning the efforts 
made towards turning the village community into a key position 
of the countryside — a good idea whose practical realization will 
of course demand much elaboration and considerable time — as 
well as for developing the technical aspect of agricultural production, 


Finally the planners point out — in the spirit of the Gandhi 
tradition which, it is true, suffered considerable changes during the 
last few years — that the socialist type of society in India must 
be based on truth, absence of violence and on persuasion, and 
not on methods which involve corruption, violence and rigid 
submission. All the more so as the success of economic planning a 
as pointed out — depends also on the planning of the new Indian 
national character. 


The general plan provides for a 27% increase of the nationa 
income, that is 5°4 annually, the creation of another II million 
jobs, the development of heavy industry and the elimination of 
differences of income, already referred to previously. Concretely, 
the difference between the development of the heavy industry and 
consumer goods and bulding industries, might be expressed as 
1.5:1, while the investment difference between social production 
and private ownership (only in industry) as 4:1. A little more 
attention has been devoted to the construction of small factories 
for the production of consumer goods than to large factories for 
the same kind of goods. This perhaps reflects the specific aspect 
of Indian development. 


In addition to a series of articles on various branches oO 
economy and excerpts from discussions which were held in the 
sub - committees, ,,The Economic Review” also carries a very 
significant article by, Shri Debar President of Congress, on the 
Second Five Year Plan in which the writer refers to various 
critical remarks in connection with the proposed objectives. Shri 
Debar deals particularly with one foreign - political and one internal- 
political problem of principle in the Five Year Plan and the whole 
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prospective trend of India. He enumerates the remarks referring 
to the problem of the effectiveness of the apparatus, to the 
financial aspect of development, especially those against the 


excessive development of village economy. One ts impressed not 
only by the frankness with which Shri Debar points to the dif- 
ferent opinions and the conflict between them, but also by the 
fact that he has no intention of refuting all these critical views. 
»We have our opinions-says Shri Debar — but I have even 
refrained from mentioning them, as we are consciously aiming at 
building up our views from below, that is through discussion”. 


As one can see from his article, the chief objections are that 
the increased sum of the national income is too large and that 
only ,,totalitarian countries’? can take the liberty of doing anything 
of this kind, that Government, in the execution of plans, intends 
to rely on experts from communist countries; that the Government 
could not effectively spend such big amounts, as the economic 
and administrative systems are not sufficientlu efficacious and 
that the development of village industry leads to the neglect of 
modern technical methods and the reduction of the market (some 
criticize the planners because of excessive ambitions, while others 
consider that the objectives are inadequate etc.). 


Egypt on the Road of Independence 


lt is not only the tourist guides who have that expression of 
greed and abject humility in their eyes which is so unpleasent to 
behold: every other face bears a similar expression. I san these 
once beatiful faces and figures which are now wholly disfigured. 
Revolution? Wherefrom? Even a proleratiat is lacking here... .” 


These fatalist words sum up the Cairo impressions recorded 
in the diary of the well known author Franc Werfel. Although not 
a Marxist he considered, as can be seen from the above remark, 
that only the proletariat can bring about a revolution. Two deca- 
des have passed and a revolution has taken place in Cairo without 
a proletariat and workers party; or perhaps this was not a revo- 
lution at all? 


History will provide an answer to this question. But this is a 
matter of theory. A series of major events called forth by the new 
Egyptian Government under Colonel Nasser since the overthrow 
of the old regime and the initation of reforms, wrought notable 
changes in Egypt. 

Needless to say, the foreign observer primarily notices the 
changes in the foreign politiacl position status of Egypt than the 
internal reforms. This is also due to the fact that the revolutioa 
was primarily a consegence of the humiliations Egypt was sub- 
jected to in its relations with the big powers and the failures it 
could have avoided if matters had been different. 


From foreign political failures and the first succésses, to the 
realisation that the remedy should be sought in internal reforms, 
this is the road covered by Gamal Abdel Nasser himself. Perhaps 
it is d.fficult therefore to appraise his brochure ,,Three Years of 
Egyptian Revolution” correctly without first reading his earlier 
work ,,The Philosphy of the Revolution”. Of course there is little 
pure philosophy in the latter, but it therefore contains an extremely 
sincere and vivid description of the ideological road covered by 
the ieaders of new Egypt who at last reached the decision to 
change not only the exernal but also internal course of national 
history. 

” thought’, writes Nasser on the first days of the Revolution, 
that we are only the spearhead of the revolution, the shock troop 
which will be soon replaced by a mass movement.... But then 
we discovered that our task was still not finished. Instead of di- 
scipline we encountered only chaos; among those who followed 
us, instead of unity we found discord, instead of preparedness for 
action only weakness.” 

It may be presumed that these words also refer to the 
entourage of former Premier Neguib. But this is not so important 
as the realisation of the prospects and extent of the tasks facing 
the ,,vanguard’”’ owing to the backwardness and disunity of a 
feudal or semi- feudal country and regardless of the fact whether 
the latter consists of professional politicians or soldiers, the reali- 
sation that the successful- promotion and protection of national 
interests is impossible without the consolidation of the very foun- 
dations of the state and society. 
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Although the writer, for reasons of principle, wishes thes 


questions to remain on the agenda of discussions going on in Indi a 
he nevertheless gives two important replies. ; 


The increase of the national income could not be looked upo: 
as ,,excessive’ and ,,forcible’ as it is only 10% greater than 
normal increase which is expected to reach the figure of 15% 
within a period of five years. Reckoning with national enthusias 
Debar thinks that such an increase is possible even without th 
application of compulsory measures. 


As regards the charge that India follows the advice of expert! 
from communist countries, Shri Debar answers: it is true the 
some of the experts who will help India are Communists or fro 
communist countries. But their expert knowledge is not dependen 
on the form of government in theire country. Besides, India 
not permit political prejudices to prevent diffusion of knowledg 
among Indians. ,,We study all views — he says — but we preservi 
our independence of judgement’. . 

And so Shri Debar ends: ,,We have undertaken a huge expe 
riment in order to introduce collective constructive speculation (or 
the development of Indian economy and State — writer’s note 
I can only hope that we succced in this’’ 


What has already been done in this respect and what sti 
remains to be done forms the subject of Colonel Nasser’s boo 
ssThree Years of the Egyptian Revolution.” 


On a hundred and fifty pages Prime Minister Nasser gives 
general survey of the course and achievements of the new regim 
in various spheres of economic and social activities. The entir 
survey of the road covered is coordinated with the fundamenta 
objectives of the Egyptian revolution which according to Nasse 
are as follows: the abolishment of imperialism, feudalism, an 
monopolism, the creation of a strong army, the enactment of law 
which will guarantee social justice and the introduction of democracy 


After surveying the British - Egyptian relations in connexio: 
with the evacuation of the Suez military bases, Nasser assigi 
prime importance to land reform. The Egyptian agrarian refo 
was envisioned on a broad basis and still allows the former feuda 
landowners to retain considerable privileges. According to th 
author, notwithstanding the fact that the size of private holding) 
still remained significant, the reform resulted in a 30% increase 0o 
national income. The reader is also acquainted with a whole se 
ries of other measures aiming at the advancement of living stan 
dards and consciousnses among Egyptian fellahs: thus for. in 
stance the so-called collective unit represents a significant in 
novation, or to be more precise, a social educational organ whic! 
should introduce modern civilisation into the conditions of extrem 
backwardness and poverty which prevail in the Egyptian village 


Details are further provided on the implementation of nev 
soil reclamation projects, large scale irrigation schemes, the va 
prospects for the extraction of petroleum and other minerals, a 
well as the development of the Egyptian army. 


It is here that the sole although assential objection to thi 
interesting work by the Egyptian Premier should be advan 
Nevertheless this book should be read by all who wlsh to ac} 
quaint themselves with the present state of this country which 1 
defending its independence so proudly and resolutely. The read 
is namely acquainted with a whole series of facts, namely th 
technical objectives of the new Egyptian state. But it is sti 
not possible to discern the social background of this developmen 
and see on which forces the new government intends to rely f 
support, althougt it is clear that the government primarily count 
on the broadest strata of the peasant population in this respec 
One would also like to hear more of the difficulties encounte 
on the new way. 

But then perhaps we are inclined to expect too much fro! 
this brochure. In view of the extremely delicate position of 
Egyptian Government it would perhaps be exaggerated to deman 
such a broad and frank analysis from the founder of a syster 
which still remains to be consolidated. : 
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“conomic problems 


HE relations of prices in trade with the rural areas constitute 
a very delicate problem, because they influence the re-distri- 
bution of the national income and thereby also the living 
indard of both the urban and rural populations. Further, the 
ations between the prices of industrial ond agricultural products 
vy affect the structure of exports and imports and the relations 
prices on the home and foreign markets, i.e. the country’s 
ynomic ties with its foreign commercial partners. They also 
‘uence the marketability of agricultural production, etc. 


The country’s economic policy has a definite influence on the 
ations of prices even under the conditions of free market, but 
S policy cannot develop for any longer period without keeping 
of the existing economic possibilities. For that would endanger 
stability of the market, and unfavourably influence the deve- 
ment of production. 


During the so-called administrative period in the development 
Yugoslav economy, when the market was divided, and when there 
ire diffirent categories of prices in individual branches of economy, 
vestments, reproduction, large consumption. and even in consumer 
ods production, the needs of farmers for industrial goods as well 
the needs of the urban population for agricultural products could 
t be satisfied, and the farming communities were exchanging 
sir products under conditions which could not stimulate agri- 
tural production. The farmer could not make his farm profitable 
balancing his sales between administrative measures (compulsory 
liveries of principal products at fixed prices, etc.) and the free 
rket, but was amassing money by selling small quantities of 
duce at very high prices on the free matker — and there were 
industrial goods to absorb this money. This then endangered 
2 living standard of the urban population, which had to spend 
st of its income on subsidiary agricultural products. As a result, 
working population in the urban areas at one time was not 
en able to purchase the guaranteed supplies of indusirial goods. 


The opening of a freer market had, therefore, to be marked 
a noticeable rise in the prices of industrial products. that is, by 
eterioration in the relations of prices in as far as the farming 
munities were concerned. That was the only way to stimulate 
farmers to increase their production and its marketability, and 
prevent any further deterioration in the living standard of the 
an population. 


roblems of the Yugoslav Agricultural 
Market 


Dr. Radivoje HERCOG 


CHANGES IN PRICES OF INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICUL- 
TURAL PRODUCTS 


Although the opening of a freer market was marked by a change in 
the relations of prices to the detriment of the farmers, this change 
could not have been of a permanent character. Owing to the efforts 
for the industrialization of the counry and for preserving its inde- 
pendence, as well as to the increases in the population and changes 
in its structure (the increase of the urban and decrease of the rurae 
population), a contrary tendency hat to set in, the more so since 
agricultural production was lagging behind the industrial output. 
‘The conditions on the general market, and the specific problems 
of the agricultural market have, as we have shown earlier, led to 
increases in the prices of agricultural products, i.e. to changes in 
the relations of prices in favour of the farmers. 


Before giving any figures to show these changes, it will be 
necessary to make a few remarks as to their comparative value. 

While it is quite possible to determine the general level of 
agricultural prices on the basis of the balance of agricultural pro- 
duction and established marketable quantities of products, the prices 
of industrial goods consumed by the farmers present some dif- 
ficuties. The usual indirect methods are not sufficiently reliable, 
and the data produced by various inquiries are not comprehensive. 
Another difficulty is presented by the still insufficient variety of 
industrial goods consumed by the rural areas. For instance, there 
is shortage in the supply of timber, metal goods, cotton fabrics, 
etc., and the prices of these goods are relatively higher. In calcu- 
lating the general level of the prices of industrial goods absorbed 
by the rural areas this may give an inadeguate picture. Accordingly, 
it is possible to get different results of such a calculation — depen- 
ding on what criterion one takes. Under such conditions, it seems 
that the most accurate method of computing the general level of 
the prices of industrial goods absorbed by the farming communities 
is to take the variety of goods they were consuming before the 
war. On the other hand, the most suitable basis for the computing 
of the level of prices of agricultural products is the present struc- 
ture of marketed products. The average prices of both industrial 
and agricultural products for each year under consideration are 
taken into account. It is on this basis that the following table has 
been calculated. 


The relations between the prices of agricultural and industrial 
products after the introduction of the free market are showa below: 


1952 1953 1954 1955 
( 1938 = "100) 
1379 1550 1729 1961 
onsumed by farmers 1823 1714 1609 1729 


These figures show that the relations beetween prices in trade 
th the rural areas were in 1952 (33%) and in 1953 (11%) less 
ourable for the farming communities than in 1938, and that in 
4 and particularly in 1955 the farmers have come into u much 
ter position. They show that the amount the farmer had to bay 
the same quantity of industrial goods was in 1954 7% and in 
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1952 1953 1954 1965 
(Index of agricultural products = 100) 
100 100 100 100 
133 III 93 88 


1955 12% smaller than the amonut he received for the same quantity 
of agricultural products — all in comparison with 1938. 

This general consideration, in which the entire agriculture is 
treated as a single producer, can be only of an indicative character. 
It does not show either the situation of individual categories of 
farmers in trade (as e, g. according to the size of their farms) or 
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the situation of ‘farmes from different farming areas (different yields, 
unequal distances from the market, etc.) or the prices of individual 
agricultural products in relation to the price level of industrial 
products or different groups of products. 

In order te grasp at least partly some of these problems, the 
prices of individual groups of agricultural products in relation to 
the aVefage price I-vel of industrial goods are given. 

If the average level of prices of industrial goods is taken’ to 
be 100 and compared with the level of prices of individual groups 
of agricultural products (on the basis of 1938 index numbers), the 
re ult will show the differences between the pre-war and post-war 
evel of prices in the town-county trade exchange. 


1952 1953 1954 1955 

Industrial products 100 100 tere) 100 
Grain 82 89 104 118 
Industrial crops 66 is 87 obs 
Vegetables 124 103 114 116 
Fodder crops 95 88 87 132 
Fruit 65 WP 123 89 
Grapes and wine 65 70 122°, Bae 
Livestock products 79 97 120 129 
Fish 62 82 IOI 102 
Home-processed goods 56 96 98 108 


This table shows that the situation of individual farmers on 
the market differs in accordance with the structure of their produc- 
tion. This is due to the different prices of individual groups of 
agricultural ptoducts, the causes of wnich we have already consi- 
dered. We can, however, point out that the important thing for the 
general market relations is that the grain-growing farmers began in 
1954 to sell their products on the whole at more favourable prices 
than tefore the war, although they receive less stimulation than the 
farmers who raise livestock. Another important thing is that the 
prices of industrial crops are lagging behind the general level of 
the prices of industrial goods, which, together with their unfavou- 


Live tne 
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rable parity with the prices of other agricultural products, ¢ 
affect the production of these crops unfavourably if such a § 
ation continues. 


The above figures show that changes in the relations of 
general level of prices of industrial products and the price: 
individual groups of agricultural products which took place in] 
and after cannot but stimulate agricultural production. 


Indusrial goods sought by the farming communities are | 
for various purposes. From the viewpoint of the developmen 
agricultural production it is not immaterial what are the relat 
between the prices of individual groups of industrial goods and 
prices of agricultural products. The post-war changes in @ 
relations are shown in the following table: 


1952 1953 1954 1955 
@ 21938 =") 100.) 

Agricultural production 1375 1550 1729 1961 

Industrial products used 
by farmers 

1 Reproduction goods 966 964 1085 1074 

2 Investment goods 2241 2353 2807 2805 

a) Building material 2312 2425 2915 3236 
b) Other investm«<nt 

material 1267 1368 1308 1279 

2028 1736 1539 1699 


3 Consumer goods 


1952 1953 1954 1 
(Index of agricultural products =_ 

100 100 100 
7O 62 63 | 
163 152 162 | 
168 156 169 | 
92 88 76 
147 112 90 


These figures show that although the terms of trade have been 
improving in favour of the farmers, the changes in this respect 
have not been equal in all fields of the rural consumption of indu- 
strial goods. The ralation between the prices of industrial goods 
for personal consumption and the prices of goods used in repro- 
duction shows that there is a definite policy to stimulate the 
consumption of reproduction material so as to increase agricultural 
production (compensating the low prices by the State). This policy 
comes to expression also in the consumption of investment goods 
(agricultural machines, for instance), so that it affects the average 
level of the prices of investment material. 


On the other hand, it is necessary to point out the relatively 
high prices of building material, which exceed the general level of 
the prices of agricultural products and of industrial goods for per- 
sonal consumption. This shows the shortage in the suppy of these 
products, which unfavourably affects the trade with the rural areas. 
The shortage is the result of the country’s industrialization which, 
together with exports, consumed almost all the available building 
material. However, the scarcity of building material and some other 
investment goods in the rural areas can to a great extent neutralize 
the post-war market advatanges of the farming communities. The 
shortage of these materials at the same time enables the farmers to 
spend even more of their increased funds on purchases of industrial 
goods for personal consumption which are also demanded by the 
urban population. Accordingly, the shortage of investment goods, 
particulary of building material, is one of the chief problems which 
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affect the stability of both the agricultural and industrial g 
markets. In order to stabilize the market it is absolutely nece 
to provide farming communities with greater quantities of inves' 
goods, including building material. An increase in the supp 
these commodities would make the farmers spend more of 
savings. And that would in turn contribute to the quicker dev 
ment of agricultural production, increase the farmers’ intere: 
the market, and weaken their demand on industrial goods 
personal consumption. 


THE POSSIBILITIES OF IMPROVING RELATIONS 
PRICES ARE LIMITED 


The imroving of the relations of prices in the town-co 
trade in favour of the farming communities increases their p 
sing power, that is, it enables them to purchase greater qua 
of industrial goods both for the advancement of their prod 
and for the raising of their living standard. 


An increase in the purchasing power of the farmers in 
slavia is an economic necessity. 

Industrial production is expanding rapidly. But, owing t 
low productivity of agricultural labour, the farming comm 
do not absorb as much industrial goods as they should. This 
tation in farmers’ consumation of industrial goods can, in the 
future, become a barrier to the further expansion of industy. 


In the post-war petiod the material position of most farmers, 
. of jhose with small and medium size farms, has improved, It 
nown that before the war the farmers were heavily in debts, 
t they had to pay large sums in interest rates, which is not the 
at present. In addition to the improvement in terms of trade, 
real income of the farmers with small and medium size farms 
been increased owing to the new post-war taxation policy and 
policy of State purchases of produce. Furthermore, in compa- 
m with the pre-war situation these farmers have now far greater 
sibilities to increase their earnings by taking seasonal jobs in 
er branches of economy. Data given by the Federal Statistical 
fice (Indeks, No. 6, 1955) show that in the good 1953/54 year 
1% of the total money income of farms covered by an inquiry 
ne from non-farming sources. Of this 17.3% came from work 
state enterprises and institutions. This percentage is greater on 
all farms, and it decreases as the size of farms increases. While 
‘farms up to 3 hectares received 55.5% of their money income 
non-farming sources, this percentage on farms from 3 to 
iectares was 35.7, and on farms over 8 hectares it was 29.9. 


But in spite of the improved material situation of the farmers, 
ir purchasing power is still comparatively low, so that they 
mot set aside any appreciable funds for investments. This is 
wn both by their seeking of additional earnings outside agricul- 
e and by the structure of their expenditures. According to the 
inquiry, an average of 51.7% of the total money income of 
: farmers in 1953/54 was spent on the needs of their families, 
®.0n purchases of industrial goods for personal consumption, 
dstuffs, rent, fuel, lighting and so on, and only 48.3% on the 
s, that is, on production. Of the expenditures on production 
5% of the total went on production costs, and only 1.5% on in- 
tments. Accordingly, due to the relatively low money income of 
» farmers, they set aside only an insignificat part of their earnings 
‘ the expansion of production. This is particularly true for small 
erm. While the average investments in farms amount to 1.5% 
their income, small farms up.to 3 hectares invest only 1%, farms 
m 3 to 8 hectares 1.4%, and farms over 8 hectares 2.6%. 


These and other circumstances, as well as the low living stan- 
d of the farming communities show that the tendency of improving 
2 relations of prices in favour of the farmers is justified. But, 
‘her aspects of this problem ‘cannot be neglected either. 


If the increase in the purchasing power of the farmers on the 
sis of higher prices of agricultural products is not accompanied 
at least corresponding increase in the available industrial goods 
’ personal consumption and for investments, one of two things will 
ppen: either the rural population will consume greater quantities 
industrial goods at the cost of the urban population, or the 
ices of industrial goods will be increased, thus reducing farmers’ 
nefits from the increase in prices of agricultural products. If the 
some of the urban inhabintants remains unchanged, or if it is 
eased slower than prices, the first of these possibilities will occur, 
2. a certain redistribution of the living st ndard in favour of the 
ral areas. If their income is increased in the same proportion as 
ices, we shall have the other case. 


In this case we shall have the return to an earlier situation 
h regard to the distribution of the standard of living, but at a 
her general level. There would be no improvement in the relations 
prices in favour of the farmers, because the prices of industrial 
ds would be increased in the same ratio as the prices of agri- 
tural products. Some other developments are possible if the 
ysical volume of the available commodity reserves is decreased 
increased. 


In the last few years the money income of the farmers has 
en increasing more rapidly than the income of workers and em- 
yees (largely due to the increases in the prices of agricultural 
ducts). Since in this period the money income of the farmers 
Ww quicker than the quantity of industrial goods for personal 
sumption, the urban inhabitants, whose income was only slightly 
ereased, consumed less industrial goods than the farming people, 


“We have already said that a certain re-distribution of goods in 
four of the rural communities cannot be considered unjustified. 
t one should not forget that the living standard of the working 
ople in the urban areas is still low, although it has been raised 
the post-war period. If this standard remains at the same level 
ile industrial production is increasing, the productivity of labour 
industry and other branches of economy outside agriculture may 
unfavourably affected, 
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View from an open-air restaurant of Dubrovnik 


All this shows that the level of prices of agricultural products 
and the stimulation of farmers through the relations of prices on 
the market have their limits determined first of all by the quanti- 
ties of available industrial goods for consumption in the rural areas, 
Any disregard of these limits would lead to upheavals in the balance 
of supply and demand, to the instability of the market, and that 
would cause a decrease in productivity and incentive, not only in 
industry and other branches of economy, but also in agricul- 
ture itself. 


The expansion of agricultural production is without any doubt 
one of the necessary prerequisites for the stabilisation of the market, 
for the raising of the living standard, for the elimination of deficits 
in the balance of payments and so on. But, this can not be wholly 
achieved through the relations of prices in the town-country trade. 
Much more attention will have to be paid to the application of 
modern methods of cultivation, to amelioration work, in a word, 
to the increasing of the productivity of labour in agriculture. Under 
the existing conditions in Yugoslav agriculture and economy in 
general, success in expanding agricultural production depends on 
the directing and mediating role of the community. The community 
should retain a larger part Of accumulations in agriculture. These 
accumulations should then be returned to agriculture, together with 
a part of accumulations from other branches of economy. This can 
be done in various ways, through budgetary investments and favo- 
urable credits to the state-owned and collective farms as well as 
individual peasants, giving priority to those agricultural units and 
branches where results will be soonest achieved. 


We do not mean that the relations of prices do not influence 
agricultural production and its marketability. These relations must 
give incentive to the farmers, but, as we have already said, within 


definite limits, so as not to undermine the stability of the market 
and fhe raising of the living standard of working people in urban 
areas. These limits cannot be set down once for ever; they depend 
on the volume of industrial production, on changes in the relations 
between the consumption of reproduction and investment material 
and of consumer goods. 


As it was recently stated, Yugoslav economic policy will gra- 
dually decrease investments in the field of basic industries now that 
the industrial foundations for the country’s economic development 
have been successfully laid. In this way it will be possible to set 
aside larger funds for investments in agriculture and processing 
industries, i.e. in consumer goods production. New perspectives are 
thus being opened for the expansion of the material base of com- 
modity exchanges with the rural areas and for the raising of the 
livng standard of working people in towns and villages’. 


1 Data in this article, except when otherwise stated, are based on the available 

statistical material. But since the statistical services present their information in 

a different way, new calculations have been made in comparing prices, index 

numeers and so on. Accordingly, the figures given above are not officical data of 

any given institution. For the year 1955, in which data are available only up to 

September, estimates have been made for the whole year, Consequently, these 
figures may prove to be subject to corrections. 
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Art and Criticism 


The International Theatre Institute 
and Its Activity 


Milan BOGDANOVIC 


~ 

i HE International Theatre Institute, already widely known in- 

abbreviated form as ITI, is one of those international cultural 

organizations, created by UNESCO, which are functioning 
today more or less as its subordinate organizations. The ITI strives 
to fulfil, in the field of theatre life, the aims which UNO has set 
to UNESCO that is to work through culturé and education in 
the direction of international rapprochement and understanding. 
Therefore ITI strives to promote theatre life on the international 
plane, facilitating mutual contracts of the theatre activities in the 
member-countries, contributing within the bounds of its possibilities 
towards a better study of world theatrical Jife and bringing together 
of the theatrical aspirations in various conutries. 


The International Theatre Institute was established in 1948 at 
the first ITI congress in Prague. Yugoslavia joined ITI in 1950 at 
the Congress in Paris and since then has figured in this organization 
as one of the most active members. Already in that first year, 
after her delegates had taken a conspicuous part in the work of 
the Congress, she was given a seat on the Executive Committee. 
At the third congress in Oslo, her delegate was made vice-president 
of the Executive Committee, while at this year’s sixth congress in 
Dubrovn'k, the Yugoslav delegate was made president of the orga- 
nization. This shows that through her activity in ITI Yugoslavia 
had won a reputation and, that her lively participation in the work 
of the organization and her useful services have got a recognition 
when ITI entrusted her with the presidency. Yugoslavia’s activity 
through her representative in the Executive Committee and througn 
her delegates at various congresses, was characterized by her constant 
desire to base the entire ITI activity on actual possibilities, to make 
it Operate within the bounds of what is realizable and useful, to 
emphasize as much as possible the need for a programmatic and 
effective realism. With the support of a large number of Executive 
Committee members, as well as delegates of various countries at 
the congresses (France, Italy, England, America, India etc.) who 
insisted on a policy which would not go beyond the bounds of 
reality or lose itself in rather hazy plans, Yugoslavia certainly 
became one of those factors in ITI which increasingly and ever 
more decisively encouraged this, shall we say realistic tendency in 
various spheres of activity. An obvions effect of these conceptions 
is the fact that in recent years ITI has increasingly tended to 
eliminate the ideas and tendencies which are impracticable in the 
present circumstances. For example, ITI had the intention of influen- 
cing with its decisions the problem of censorship to which theatrical 
works are subjected in various countries. An appropriate resolution 
was passed to the effect that all censorship of theatrical texts must 
be abolished, and ITI sent this resolution to the governments of 
all the member-states. But it turned out that state legislations and 
legal practice in various countries are stronger than any resolutions 
passed by an interaational orgarization. This resolution does all 
the credit to ITI, but it has proved to be impracticable as an act. 
ITI has attempted to carry out a reasonable delimitation between 
Radio-Television and the Theatre so that these highly significant 
activities might no be in each other’s way, also to see that maximum 
attention be paid to the artistic quality of television programmes. 
However, although noble and justified, this act, too, remained 
without result as big radio-television companies are above all, if 
not exclusively, anxious to guard their Own interests. There are 
several other activities which, although persistently maintained and 
pursued by ITI, are not producing definite and positive results. 
Such is, for example, the ITI role in the sphere of the youth 
theatre. ITI is rightly aware of the enormous significance of youth 
theatre through which young spirits may be very positively influ- 
enced, but this complex of problems is very indefinite, defies precise 
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definition and classification besides being variously treated in dil 
ferent countries where different social conditions prevail. As ¢ 
result ITI can only act here as a stimulative factor, collecting an¢ 
publishing the necessary data on the problem of theatre and yout 
but scarcely as a factor capable of regulating these relations. Ag 
seen from these illustrations, certain spheres cannot be easily graspe¢ 
and ITI, without ever ceasing to follow them and to keep definite 
attitudes, is less and less inclined to enter into them and solve thé 
insoluble. ITI is increasingly turning towards those problems wheré 
it can act directly and usefully. These are, first of all questions 0 
the international theatre relations, study of theatre life in variou 
countries, creation of possibilities for more frequent contacts between 
the theatres of various countries, especially of theatre workers 
moral and material support to such actions; mediating role in 
field and so on. Here we must point out the interest which IT. 
shows in the theatre life of distant countries, especially those where 
little headway has been made from the archaic foundations of thei 
theatres. Here, too, ITI wishes to act both stimulatingly ané 
studiously. IT seeks to realize these realistic ideas and plans b 
allotting, of course within the bounds of its material possibilities 
which are still quite small, scholarships to young theatre worker! 
enabling them to benefit by the rich cxperience of the countrie 
where theatre life is highly developed; by orienting the program 
mes of various countries in this direction, by encouraging interna: 
tional theatre tours, lending its moral support and even, if possible 
granting material aid ; by various publications, including the magazini 
“Theatre in the World“, its bulletin and a whole series of special 
publications containing carefully written articles and various infor- 
mation intended to facilitate acquaintance with theatrical life in the 
world; by organizing exhibitions, consultations, conferences and 


congresses. Up till now ITI has held six international congresses 


of theatre workers — in Prague, Zurich, Paris, Oslo, the Hag f 
and Dubrovnik, as well as a series of conferences for the study o} 
separate subjects — for instance the Venice conference on thé 


problem of theatrical procedure and legal difficulties confronting 
the theatres; the conference at Palermo on the theatre in relatior 
to the film, radio and television; the conference in Paris on the 
youth and the theatre; the exhibition of theatrical architecture i 
Paris, the exhibition of stage scenery in Oslo ete. i 

The sixth ITI congress in Dubrovnik adopted two capital 
decisions. One of them was to create an international theatre — t 
Theatre of Nations which has long beep the aim of ITI. Paris anc 
France generously undertook at the congress in Dubrovnik t 
shoulder a giant share of the task of creating The Theatre 0 
Nations. It was agreed that the well-known and very authoritativi 
International Theatre Festival in Paris, under the management ©: 
Monsieur Julien, should be turned into the Theatre of Nations 
which while retaining its present management would also be unde! 
the direction and patronage of the International Theatre Institute 


This decision is of extraordinary significance for the idea o 
international rapprochement through the theatre. Even if ITI ha¢ 
done nothing else except creating the Theatre of Nations, it woul 
have justified its existence. Another decision taken at the congre 
namely that the first world theatre conference be held in Indi 
in 1956, with the task of examining the question o¢ theatre life 
distant countries, backward in this field, is also an illustration for 
this increasingly evident trend in the work of the Internationé 
Theatre Institute: that it should consistently keep to those bound 
of its activity which it is capable of reaching and within which 
can score successes. In this direction ITI will doubtless be eve 
more determined in the coming two-year period until the nex 
congress while working under the Yugoslav president, i 
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